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INTRODUCTION 

 

 

The school libraries of the Township of Ocean School District are dedicated to cultivating a learning 
environment shared by students through the provision of equitable access to various resources and 
learning opportunities.  The learning experiences created and developed by the school librarians are 
designed to promote inquiry, critical thinking, decision making, the sharing of knowledge, and the 
pursuit of personal growth.  

 
The school library curriculum is organized around the American Association of School Librarians 21st 

Century standards for skill development.  The learning activities in the curriculum are connected to New 
Jersey Core Curriculum Content Standards and the Common Core State Standards.  In Kindergarten 
through Grade 5, the emphasis is on literature appreciation and motivating students to read.  While 
literature appreciation is still an area of focus in Grades 6 through 8, the emphasis shifts to basic study 
and research skills as well as curriculum support at these grade levels.  The library curriculum in grades 9 
through 12 is designed to fully provide the necessary skills for collegiate and career success.   

 
Initial instruction in library skills must be followed by practice and review in order to enable students to 
eventually attain mastery.  The goal of this guide is to provide continuous, sequential instruction and 
reinforcement of previously taught skills from Kindergarten through Grade 8. Because some students 
may not have mastered all of the basic skills, middle and high school library media specialists should 
continue basic library skills instruction and review while introducing advanced research skills. 

 

American Association of School Librarians 
Standards for the 21st-Century Learner 
Common Beliefs 

 Reading is a window to the world. 

 Inquiry provides a framework for learning. 

 Ethical behavior in the use of information must be taught. 

 Technology skills are curcial for future employment needs. 

 Equitable access is a key component for education. 

 The definition of information literacy has become more complex as resources and technologies 
have changed.  

 The continuing expansion of information demands that all individuals acquire the thinking skills 
that will enable them to learn on their own. 

 Learning has a social context. 

 School libraries are essential to the development of learning skills. 

 

 

AASL.  Standards for the 21
st

 –century learner in action.  Chicago, IL:  ALA, 2009.  

 



 

PROGRAM OBJECTIVES 
 
 

 To help to instill a life-long love of reading 

  To acquire basic skills in obtaining information, both in print and on-line, solving problems, thinking 

critically, and communicating effectively. 

 To acquire a stock of basic information concerning the principles of the physical, biological, and 

social sciences, the historical record of human achievements and failures, and current social issues. 

 To enjoy the process of learning and to acquire the skills necessary for a lifetime of continuous 

learning and adaptation to change. 

 To appreciate and utilize leisure time wisely. 

 To provide services and collections of materials for classroom use and to work collaboratively with 

teachers on the selection and use of materials that will enrich classroom work. 

 To provide students and their teachers the opportunity for regular class visits to the library as well 

as time for both to use the library outside their regularly scheduled times. 

 To work collaboratively with teachers for reading and research activities, thereby helping to 

correlate the work students are doing. 

 To motivate students to read and to guide the development of the students’ reading tastes and 

interests. 

 To help students grow in critical judgment and appreciation of printed and on-line resources 

 To offer each student the opportunity to expand his/her knowledge and experience.  

 To instruct all students in the use of the library, as these skills will be important to them not only in 

school but later life as well. 

 

. . . a life-long love of reading! 



 

PERFORMANCE OBJECTIVES 
 
 
 
1.   Students will become familiar with various forms of literature. 

2.   Students will recognize major authors and illustrators. 

3.   Students will be motivated to read all types of fiction and nonfiction. 

4.   Students will define the difference between fiction and nonfiction. 

5.   Students will recognize that information comes in a variety of formats. 

6.   Students will recognize that the school library has materials other than books. 

7.   Students will be able to use the computer catalog to locate materials in the school library.   

8.   Students will recognize the difference between the reference collection and the regular collection. 

9.   Students will identify the parts of a book. 

10. Students will be able to use different types of reference materials and indexes. 

11. Students will recognize that the purpose of the Dewey Decimal System is to pull together materials     

       on the same subject and literacy form. 

12. Students will become familiar with periodicals of varying scope and purpose. 

13. Students will use correct library procedure. 

 

 

 

 

. . . materials other than books. 



 

STUDENT OUTCOMES 

 
 

At the conclusion of the school year, 70% of the students in Kindergarten to Grade 8 will demonstrate 
their knowledge of the curriculum by achieving a score of 70% or better on their respective district 
posttest. 
 
 
 

 
 

Knowledge 



Kindergarten Library Media Curriculum  

AASL. Standards for the 21st -century learner in action. Chicago, IL: ALA, 2009. 

 

 

AASL 

Standard 1 

Big Idea 

Successful students use skills, resources, and tools to inquire, think critically, 

and gain knowledge. 

 

Essential Questions 

 Does the student have the necessary proficiencies to explore a topic or subject further? 

Enduring Understandings 

 Monitor information-seeking processes for effectiveness and progress and adapt as necessary. 

 Use interactions with and feedback from teachers and peers to guide own inquiry process. 

 Monitor gathered information, and assess for gaps or weaknesses. 

 Seek appropriate help when it is needed. 

Alignment to Standards 

CCSS 

NJCCCS 
 

Cross Curricular Opportunities 

Social Studies: Finding Friends, Stick to It, Teamwork, Red, White, and Blue 

Science: Weather, Light, Recycling, Living and Nonliving Things 

Key Concepts and Skills 

AASL 

CPI # 

 

Students will be able to: 

1.1.1 Follow an inquiry-based process in seeking knowledge in curricular subjects, and 

make the real-world connection for using this process in own life. 

1.1.2 Use prior knowledge and background knowledge as a context for learning. 

1.1.3 Develop and refine a range of questions to frame the search for new understanding. 

1.1.4 Find, evaluate, and select appropriate sources to answer questions. 

1.1.5 Evaluate information found in selected sources on the basis of accuracy, validity, 

and appropriateness for needs, importance, and social and cultural context. 

1.1.6 Read, view, and listen for information presented in any format (for example, textual, 

visual, media, digital) in order to make inferences and gather meaning. 

1.1.7 Make sense of information gathered from diverse sources by identifying 

misconceptions, main and supporting idea, conflicting information, and point of 

view or bias. 

1.1.8 Demonstrate mastery of technology tools for accessing information and pursuing 

inquiry. 

1.1.9 Collaborate with others to broaden and deepen understanding. 

Assessments 
 Teacher observation 

 Authentic assessment including performance tasks 

 Class participation 

21
st
 Century Skills 

X Creativity X Critical thinking X Communication X Collaboration 

 

X 

 

Life & Career Skills 

 

X 

 

Information Literacy 

 

X 

 

Media Literacy 

  

Interdisciplinary Connections and Possible Learning Activities 
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Kindergarten Library Media Curriculum  

AASL. Standards for the 21st -century learner in action. Chicago, IL: ALA, 2009. 

 

 Explore Social Studies and Science topics.  

 Use context clues in a sentence to determine the meaning of a word. (ELA) 

 Use visual representation of data, such as a bar graph or pictographs, to answer specific 

questions. (Math) 

 Use a graphic organizer to organize information. (Social Studies and Science) 

 Discuss characters’ actions from a read-aloud to develop listening comprehension. (ELA) 

Technology Resources 
 Graphic organizer software, such as Kidspiration 

 Online educational videos, such as BrainPop Jr. 

 Search engines, such as askforkids.com 

 Online Library catalog 

 Spreadsheet software, such as Microsoft Excel 

 Word processing software, such as Microsoft Word 

 Social networking software, such as Skype 

  www.whitehouse.gov/kids  

 www.nationalgeographic.com/ngkids  

 www.timeforkids.com/TFK/  

 www.scholastic.com  

 www.brainpopjr.com  

 www.starfall.com  

 www.unitedstreaming.com  

 www.nickjr.com  

 www.50states.com  

 www.storylineonline.net  

 www.literacycenter.net  

 www.primarygames.com  

 www.seussville.com  

 www.janbrett.com  

 http://www.Spaceplace.nasa.gov (cloud mobile) 

 www.Tryscience.org/experiments (wind bubbles) 

 www.Weatherwhizkids.com 

 www.Fossweb.com 

 www.Enchantedlearning. com 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Kindergarten Library Media Curriculum  

AASL. Standards for the 21st -century learner in action. Chicago, IL: ALA, 2009. 

 

AASL 

Standard 2 

Big Idea 

Successful students know how to draw conclusions, make informed decisions, 

apply knowledge to new situations, and create new knowledge. 

 

Essential Questions 

 Is the student disposed to higher-level thinking and actively engaged in critical thinking to gain 

and share knowledge? 

Enduring Understandings 

 Determine how to act on information (accept, reject, modify). 

 Reflect on systematic process, and assess for completeness of investigation. 

 Recognize new knowledge and understanding. 

 Develop directions for further investigations. 

Alignment to Standards 

CCSS 

NJCCCS 

 

Cross Curricular Opportunities 

Social Studies: Finding Friends, Stick to It, Teamwork, Red, White, and Blue 

Science: Weather, Light, Recycling, Living and Nonliving Things 

Key Concepts and Skills 

AASL 

CPI # 

 

Students will be able to: 

2.1.1 Continue an inquiry-based research process by applying critical thinking skills 

(analysis, synthesis, evaluation, organization) to information and knowledge in order 

to construct new understandings, draw conclusions, and create new knowledge.  

2.1.2 Organize knowledge so that it is useful. 

2.1.3 Use strategies to draw conclusions from information and apply knowledge to 

curricular areas, real-world situations, and further investigations.  

2.1.4 Use technology and other information tools to analyze and organize information. 

2.1.5 Collaborate with others to exchange ideas, develop new understandings, make 

decisions, and solve problems. 

2.1.6 Use the writing process, media and visual literacy, and technology skills to create 

projects that express new understandings. 

Assessments 
 Teacher observation 

 Authentic assessment including performance tasks 

 Class participation 

21
st
 Century Skills 

X Creativity X Critical thinking X Communication X Collaboration 

 

X 

 

Life & Career Skills 

 

X 

 

Information Literacy 

 

X 

 

Media Literacy 

  

Interdisciplinary Connections and Possible Learning Activities 
 Formulate questions about recycling, and use the internet to gather more information to answer 

questions. (Science) 

 Create a graphic organizer to organize information about a character in a story. (ELA) 

 Create a visual representation of a story from personal perspective. (Art, Technology) 



Kindergarten Library Media Curriculum  

AASL. Standards for the 21st -century learner in action. Chicago, IL: ALA, 2009. 

 

 Create a simple writing project to share facts. (Science and Social Studies) 

 Recreate a story from their point of view. (ELA) 

 Discuss author and illustrator. (ELA) 

Technology Resources 
 Graphic organizer software, such as Kidspiration 

 Online educational videos, such as BrainPop Jr. 

 Search engines, such as askforkids.com 

 Online Library Catalog 

 Spreadsheet software, such as Microsoft Excel 

 Word processing software, such as Microsoft Word 

 Social networking software, such as Skype  

 www.whitehouse.gov/kids  

 www.nationalgeographic.com/ngkids  

 www.timeforkids.com/TFK/  

 www.scholastic.com  

 www.brainpopjr.com  

 www.starfall.com  

 www.unitedstreaming.com  

 www.nickjr.com  

 www.50states.com  

 www.storylineonline.net  

 www.literacycenter.net  

 www.primarygames.com  

 www.seussville.com  

 www.janbrett.com  

 http://www.Spaceplace.nasa.gov (cloud mobile) 

 www.Tryscience.org/experiments (wind bubbles) 

 www.Weatherwhizkids.com 

 www.Fossweb.com 

 www.Enchantedlearning. com 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Kindergarten Library Media Curriculum  

AASL. Standards for the 21st -century learner in action. Chicago, IL: ALA, 2009. 

 

AASL 

Standard 3 

Big Idea 

Successful students use skills, resources, and tools to share knowledge and 

participate ethically and productively as members of our democratic society. 

 

Essential Questions 

 Is the student aware that the foundational traits for 21
st
-century learning require self-

accountability that extends beyond skills and dispositions? 

Enduring Understandings 

 Assess the processes by which learning was achieved in order to revise strategies and learn more 

effectively in the future. 

 Assess the quality and effectiveness of the learning product. 

 Assess one’s own ability to work with others in a group setting by evaluating varied roles, 

leadership, and demonstrations of respect for other viewpoints. 

Alignment to Common Core State Standards 

CCSS 

NJCCCS 

 

Cross Curricular Opportunities 

Social Studies: Finding Friends, Stick to It, Teamwork, Red, White, and Blue 

Science: Weather, Light, Recycling, Living and Nonliving Things 

Key Concepts and Skills 

AASL 

CPI # 

 

Students will be able to: 

3.1.1 Conclude an inquiry-based research process by sharing new understandings and 

reflecting on the learning. 

3.1.2 Participate and collaborate as members of a social and intellectual network of 

learners. 

3.1.3 Use writing and speaking skills to communicate new understandings effectively. 

3.1.4 Using technology and other information tools to organize and display knowledge and 

understanding in ways that others can view, use, and assess.  

3.1.5 Connect learning to community issues. 

3.1.6 Use information and technology ethically and responsibly. 

Assessments 
 Teacher observation 

 Authentic assessment including performance tasks 

 Class participation 

21
st
 Century Skills 

X Creativity X Critical thinking X Communication X Collaboration 

 

X 

 

Life & Career Skills 

 

X 

 

Information Literacy 

 

X 

 

Media Literacy 

  

Interdisciplinary Connections and Possible Learning Activities 
 Answer simple oral questions where skills are taught after reading or watching a story about 

weather or teamwork. (Science and Social Studies) 

 Move through the library in a way that shows how the students are feeling after reading a story 

on feelings. (Health, Physical Education) 

 Create pages on the computer for a book about numbers. (Math) 



Kindergarten Library Media Curriculum  

AASL. Standards for the 21st -century learner in action. Chicago, IL: ALA, 2009. 

 

 Discuss what is on the title page of a book and the importance of the author and illustrator. 

(ELA)  

 Develop attentiveness during read-alouds and class discussions. (ELA) 

Technology Resources 
 Graphic organizer software, such as Kidspiration 

 Online educational videos, such as BrainPop Jr. 

 Search engines, such as askforkids.com 

 Online Library Catalog 

 Spreadsheet software, such as Microsoft Excel 

 Word processing software, such as Microsoft Word 

 Social networking software, such as Skype  

 www.whitehouse.gov/kids  

 www.nationalgeographic.com/ngkids  

 www.timeforkids.com/TFK/  

 www.scholastic.com  

 www.brainpopjr.com  

 www.starfall.com  

 www.unitedstreaming.com  

 www.nickjr.com  

 www.50states.com  

 www.storylineonline.net  

 www.literacycenter.net  

 www.primarygames.com  

 www.seussville.com  

 www.janbrett.com  

 http://www.Spaceplace.nasa.gov (cloud mobile) 

 www.Tryscience.org/experiments (wind bubbles) 

 www.Weatherwhizkids.com 

 www.Fossweb.com 

 www.Enchantedlearning. com 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Kindergarten Library Media Curriculum  

AASL. Standards for the 21st -century learner in action. Chicago, IL: ALA, 2009. 

 

 
 

AASL 

Standard 4 

Big Idea 

Successful students use skills, resources, and tools to pursue personal growth 

and aesthetic growth. 

 

Essential Questions 

 Can the student recognize personal strengths and weaknesses over time and become a stronger, 

more independent learner? 

Enduring Understandings 

 Identify own areas of interest. 

 Recognize the limits of their own personal knowledge. 

 Recognize how to focus on efforts in personal learning. 

 Interpret new information based on cultural and social context. 

 Develop personal criteria for gauging how effectively their own ideas are expressed. 

 Evaluate own ability to select resources that are engaging and appropriate for personal interests 

and needs. 

Alignment to Common Core State Standards 

CCSS 

NJCCCS 

 

Cross Curricular Opportunities 

Social Studies: Finding Friends, Stick to It, Teamwork, Red, White, and Blue 

Science: Weather, Light, Recycling, Living and Nonliving Things 

Key Concepts and Skills 

AASL 

CPI # 

 

Students will be able to: 

4.1.1 Read, view, and listen for pleasure and personal growth. 

4.1.2 Read widely and fluently to make connections with self, the world, and previous 

reading. 

4.1.3 Respond to literature and create expressions of ideas in various formats and genres. 

4.1.4 Seek information for personal learning in a variety of formats and genres. 

4.1.5 Connect ideas to own interests and previous knowledge and experience. 

4.1.6 Organize personal knowledge in a way that can be called upon easily. 

4.1.7 Use social networks and information tools to gather and share information. 

4.1.8 Use creative and artistic formats to express personal learning. 

Assessments 
 Teacher observation 

 Authentic assessment including performance tasks 

 Class participation 

21
st
 Century Skills 

X Creativity X Critical thinking X Communication X Collaboration 

 

X 

 

Life & Career Skills 

 

X 

 

Information Literacy 

 

X 

 

Media Literacy 

  

Interdisciplinary Connections and Learning Activities 
 Read stories about how children work together to accomplish a goal. (Social Studies) 



Kindergarten Library Media Curriculum  

AASL. Standards for the 21st -century learner in action. Chicago, IL: ALA, 2009. 

 

 Retell a story about people protecting themselves during different weather conditions. (Science) 

 Select a variety of materials on cross-curricular subjects based on their interests. 

 Interactively create a story web to visually organize the plot of a story. (ELA) 

 Participate in class activities exploring web site to gather information. (Technology) 

 Create a picture that relates to a story that had been read to the class. (Art) 

Technology Resources 
 Graphic organizer software, such as Kidspiration 

 Online educational videos, such as BrainPop Jr. 

 Search engines, such as askforkids.com 

 Online Library Catalog 

 Spreadsheet software, such as Microsoft Excel 

 Word processing software, such as Microsoft Word 

 Social networking software, such as Skype www.whitehouse.gov/kids  

 www.nationalgeographic.com/ngkids  

 www.timeforkids.com/TFK/  

 www.scholastic.com  

 www.brainpopjr.com  

 www.starfall.com  

 www.unitedstreaming.com  

 www.nickjr.com  

 www.50states.com  

 www.storylineonline.net  

 www.literacycenter.net  

 www.primarygames.com  

 www.seussville.com  

 www.janbrett.com  

 http://www.Spaceplace.nasa.gov (cloud mobile) 

 www.Tryscience.org/experiments (wind bubbles) 

 www.Weatherwhizkids.com 

 www.Fossweb.com 

 www.Enchantedlearning. com 

 



Grade 1 Library Media Curriculum  

AASL. Standards for the 21st -century learner in action. Chicago, IL: ALA, 2009. 

 

 

AASL 

Standard 1 

Big Idea 

Successful students use skills, resources, and tools to inquire, think critically, 

and gain knowledge. 

 

Essential Questions 

 Does the student have the necessary proficiencies to explore a topic or subject further? 

Enduring Understandings 

 Monitor information-seeking processes for effectiveness and progress, and adapt as necessary. 

 Use interactions with and feedback from teachers and peers to guide own inquiry process. 

 Monitor gathered information, and assess for gaps or weaknesses. 

 Seek appropriate help when it is needed. 

Alignment to Standards 

CCSS 

NJCCCS 
 

Cross Curricular Opportunities 

Social Studies: School Community and Life, US History, Community Workers, 

Geography, Civics 

Science: States of Matter, Motion and Force, Objects in the Universe, Living 

Organisms 

Technology: Navigating a website 

Key Concepts and Skills 

AASL 

CPI # 

 

Students will be able to: 

1.1.1 Follow an inquiry-based process in seeking knowledge in curricular subject, and make 

the real-world connection for using this process in own life. 

1.1.2 Use prior knowledge and background knowledge as a context for learning. 

1.1.3 Develop and refine a range of questions to frame the search for new understanding. 

1.1.4 Find, evaluate, and select appropriate sources to answer questions. 

1.1.5 Evaluate information found in selected sources on the basis of accuracy, validity, and 

appropriateness for needs, importance, and social and cultural context. 

1.1.6 Read, view, and listen for information presented in any format (for example, textual, 

visual, media, digital) in order to make inferences and gather meaning. 

1.1.7 Make sense of information gathered from diverse sources by identifying 

misconceptions, main and supporting idea, conflicting information, and point of view 

or bias. 

1.1.8 Demonstrate mastery of technology tools for accessing information and pursuing 

inquiry. 

1.1.9 Collaborate with others to broaden and deepen understanding. 

Assessments 
 Teacher observation 

 Authentic assessment including performance tasks 

 Class participation 

21
st
 Century Skills 

X Creativity X Critical thinking X Communication X Collaboration 

X Life & Career Skills X Information Literacy X Media Literacy   



Grade 1 Library Media Curriculum  

AASL. Standards for the 21st -century learner in action. Chicago, IL: ALA, 2009. 

 

Interdisciplinary Connections and Possible Learning Activities 
 Explore topics in Social Studies and Science.  

 Use context clues in a sentence to figure out the meaning of a word. (ELA) 

 Compare genres. (ELA) 

 Use visual representation of data, such as a bar graph or pictographs, to answer specific 

questions. (Math) 

 Use a graphic organizer to organize information.  

 Read several versions of a text comparing and contrasting story elements and events. (ELA) 

 Use the online Library Catalog to access and locate a variety of materials on cross-curricular 

subjects. (Technology) 

 Generate a collaborative writing project. (ELA) 

 Using a computer and projector, demonstrate how to conduct a search on 

www.enchantedlearning.com using the alphabetical list. Lead students through a search and 

record findings on the A-B-C Searching worksheet. (Technology) 

Technology Resources 
 Graphic organizer software, such as Kidspiration 

 Online educational videos, such as BrainPop Jr. 

 Search engines, such as askforkids.com 

 Online Library Catalog 

 Spreadsheet software, such as Microsoft Excel 

 Word processing software, such as Microsoft Word 

 Social networking software, such as Skype 

 National Science Digital Library, Science Digital Literacy Maps: The Physical Setting: 

 Energy Transformations: http://strandmaps.nsdl.org/?id=SMS-MAP-2071 

 The Physical Setting: Electricity and Magnetism: http://strandmaps.nsdl.org/?id=SMS-MAP-

2085 

 National Science Digital Library, Science Refreshers http://nsdl.org/refreshers/science/ 

 www.nystromnet.com  

 www.enchantedlearning.com 

 http://www.ewwnet.com  

 http://www.goodcharacter.com  

 http://www.panwapa.com  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://strandmaps.nsdl.org/?id=SMS-MAP-2085
http://strandmaps.nsdl.org/?id=SMS-MAP-2085
http://nsdl.org/refreshers/science/


Grade 1 Library Media Curriculum  

AASL. Standards for the 21st -century learner in action. Chicago, IL: ALA, 2009. 

 

AASL 

Standard 2 

Big Idea 

Successful students know how to draw conclusions, make informed decisions, 

apply knowledge to new situations, and create new knowledge. 

 

Essential Questions 

 Is the student disposed to higher-level thinking and actively engaged in critical thinking to gain 

and share knowledge? 

Enduring Understandings 

 Determine how to act on information (accept, reject, modify). 

 Reflect on systematic process, and assess for thoroughness of investigation. 

 Recognize new knowledge and understanding. 

 Develop directions for further investigations. 

Alignment to Standards 

CCSS 

NJCCCS 

 

Cross Curricular Opportunities 

Social Studies: School Community and Life, US History, Community Workers, 

Geography, Civics 

Science: States of Matter, Motion and Force, Objects in the Universe, Living 

Organisms 

Key Concepts and Skills 

AASL 

CPI # 

 

Students will be able to: 

2.1.1 Continue an inquiry-based research process by applying critical thinking skills 

(analysis, synthesis, evaluation, organization) to information and knowledge in order 

to construct new understandings, draw conclusions, and create new knowledge.  

2.1.2 Organize knowledge so that it is useful. 

2.1.3 Use strategies to draw conclusions from information and apply knowledge to 

curricular areas, real-world situations, and further investigations.  

2.1.4 Use technology and other information tools to analyze and organize information. 

2.1.5 Collaborate with others to exchange ideas, develop new understandings, make 

decisions, and solve problems. 

2.1.6 Use the writing process, media and visual literacy, and technology skills to create 

projects that express new understandings. 

Assessments 
 Teacher observation 

 Authentic assessment including performance tasks 

 Class participation 

21
st
 Century Skills 

X Creativity X Critical thinking X Communication X Collaboration 

 

X 

 

Life & Career Skills 

 

X 

 

Information Literacy 

 

X 

 

Media Literacy 

  

Interdisciplinary Connections and Possible Learning Activities 
 Formulate questions about community workers and use the internet to gather more information 

to answer questions. (Social Studies) 



Grade 1 Library Media Curriculum  

AASL. Standards for the 21st -century learner in action. Chicago, IL: ALA, 2009. 

 

 Create a graphic organizer and sort nouns from verbs. (ELA) 

 Create a graphic organizer to organize information about a character in a story. (ELA) 

 Discuss author and illustrator. (ELA) 

 Create a visual representation of a story from personal perspective. (Art, Technology) 

 Create a simple writing project to share facts. (Science and Social Studies) 

Technology Resources 
 Graphic organizer software, such as Kidspiration 

 Online educational videos, such as BrainPop Jr. 

 Search engines, such as askforkids.com 

 Online Library Catalog 

 Spreadsheet software, such as Microsoft Excel 

 Word processing software, such as Microsoft Word 

 Social networking software, such as Skype 

 National Science Digital Library, Science Digital Literacy Maps: The Physical Setting: 

 Energy Transformations: http://strandmaps.nsdl.org/?id=SMS-MAP-2071 

 The Physical Setting: Electricity and Magnetism: http://strandmaps.nsdl.org/?id=SMS-MAP-

2085 

 National Science Digital Library, Science Refreshers http://nsdl.org/refreshers/science/ 

 www.nystromnet.com  

 http://www.ewwnet.com  

 http://www.goodcharacter.com  

 http://www.panwapa.com 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://strandmaps.nsdl.org/?id=SMS-MAP-2085
http://strandmaps.nsdl.org/?id=SMS-MAP-2085
http://nsdl.org/refreshers/science/


Grade 1 Library Media Curriculum  

AASL. Standards for the 21st -century learner in action. Chicago, IL: ALA, 2009. 

 

 

AASL 

Standard 3 

Big Idea 

Successful students use skills, resources, and tools to share knowledge and 

participate ethically and productively as members of our democratic society. 

 

Essential Questions 

 Is the student aware that the foundations traits for 21
st
-century learning require self-

accountability that extends beyond skills and dispositions? 

Enduring Understandings 

 Assess the processes by which learning was achieved in order to revise strategies and learn more 

effectively in the future. 

 Assess the quality and effectiveness of the learning product. 

 Assess their own ability to work with others in a group setting by evaluating varied roles, 

leadership, and demonstrations of respect for other viewpoints. 

Alignment to Common Core State Standards 

CCSS 

NJCCCS 

 

Cross Curricular Opportunities 

Social Studies: School Community and Life, US History, Community Workers, 

Geography, Civics 

Science: States of Matter, Motion and Force, Objects in the Universe, Living 

Organisms 

Key Concepts and Skills 

AASL 

CPI # 

 

Students will be able to: 

3.1.1 Conclude an inquiry-based research process by sharing new understandings and 

reflecting on the learning. 

3.1.2 Participate and collaborate as members of a social and intellectual network of 

learners. 

3.1.3 Use writing and speaking skills to communicate new understandings effectively. 

3.1.4 Using technology and other information tools to organize and display knowledge and 

understanding in ways that others can view, use, and assess.  

3.1.5 Connect learning to community issues. 

3.1.6 Use information and technology ethically and responsibly. 

Assessments 
 Teacher observation 

 Authentic assessment including performance tasks 

 Class participation 

21
st
 Century Skills 

X Creativity X Critical thinking X Communication X Collaboration 

 

X 

 

Life & Career Skills 

 

X 

 

Information Literacy 

 

X 

 

Media Literacy 

  

Interdisciplinary Connections and Possible Learning Activities 
 Answer simple written or oral questions where skills are taught after reading or watching a story 

about living organisms. (Science) 



Grade 1 Library Media Curriculum  

AASL. Standards for the 21st -century learner in action. Chicago, IL: ALA, 2009. 

 

 Move through the library in a way that shows how the students are feeling after reading a story 

on feelings. (Health, Physical Education) 

 Create pages on the computer for a book about numbers. (Math) 

 Compare the holiday traditions of their families to those of different countries. (Social Studies) 

 Discuss what is on the title page of a book and the importance of the author and illustrator. 

(ELA) 

 Develop attentiveness during read-alouds and class discussions. (ELA) 

Technology Resources 
 Graphic organizer software, such as Kidspiration 

 Online educational videos, such as BrainPop Jr. 

 Search engines, such as askforkids.com 

 Online Library Catalog 

 Spreadsheet software, such as Microsoft Excel 

 Word processing software, such as Microsoft Word 

 Social networking software, such as Skype 

 National Science Digital Library, Science Digital Literacy Maps: The Physical Setting: 

 Energy Transformations: http://strandmaps.nsdl.org/?id=SMS-MAP-2071 

 The Physical Setting: Electricity and Magnetism: http://strandmaps.nsdl.org/?id=SMS-MAP-

2085 

 National Science Digital Library, Science Refreshers http://nsdl.org/refreshers/science/ 

 www.nystromnet.com  

 http://www.ewwnet.com  

 http://www.goodcharacter.com  

 http://www.panwapa.com 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://strandmaps.nsdl.org/?id=SMS-MAP-2085
http://strandmaps.nsdl.org/?id=SMS-MAP-2085
http://nsdl.org/refreshers/science/
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AASL 

Standard 4 

Big Idea 

Successful students use skills, resources, and tools to pursue personal growth 

and aesthetic growth. 

 

Essential Questions 

 Can the student recognize personal strengths and weaknesses over time and become a stronger, 

more independent learner? 

Enduring Understandings 

 Identify own areas of interest. 

 Recognize the limits of their own personal knowledge. 

 Recognize how to focus on efforts in personal learning. 

 Interpret new information based on cultural and social context. 

 Develop personal criteria for gauging how effectively own ideas are expressed. 

 Evaluate one’s own ability to select resources that are engaging and appropriate for personal 

interests and needs. 

Alignment to Standards 

CCSS 

NJCCCS 

 

Cross Curricular Opportunities 

Social Studies: School Community and Life, US History, Community Workers, 

Geography, Civics 

Science: States of Matter, Motion and Force, Objects in the Universe, Living 

Organisms 

Key Concepts and Skills 

AASL 

CPI # 

 

Students will be able to: 

4.1.1 Read, view, and listen for pleasure and personal growth. 

4.1.2 Read widely and fluently to make connections with self, the world, and previous 

reading. 

4.1.3 Respond to literature and create expressions of ideas in various formats and genres. 

4.1.4 Seek information for personal learning in a variety of formats and genres. 

4.1.5 Connect ideas to own interests and previous knowledge and experience. 

4.1.6 Organize personal knowledge in a way that can be called upon easily. 

4.1.7 Use social networks and information tools to gather and share information. 

4.1.8 Use creative and artistic formats to express personal learning. 

Assessments 
 Teacher observation 

 Authentic assessment including performance tasks 

 Class participation 

21
st
 Century Skills 

X Creativity X Critical thinking X Communication X Collaboration 

 

X 

 

Life & Career Skills 

 

X 

 

Information Literacy 

 

X 

 

Media Literacy 

  

Interdisciplinary Connections and Possible Learning Activities 
 Use the online Library Catalog to access and locate a variety of materials on cross-curricular 
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subjects. (Technology) 

 Read stories about how children around the world live and compare with own lives. (Social 

Studies) 

 Select a variety of materials on cross-curricular subjects based on their interests. 

 Create a story web to visually organize the plot of a story. (ELA) 

 Use the Internet to search for information on a Social Studies or Science topic studied in class, 

such as maps or inventions.  

 Create a picture that relates to a story that had been read to the class. (Art) 

Technology Resources 
 Graphic organizer software, such as Kidspiration 

 Online educational videos, such as BrainPop Jr. 

 Search engines, such as askforkids.com 

 Online Library Catalog 

 Spreadsheet software, such as Microsoft Excel 

 Word processing software, such as Microsoft Word 

 Social networking software, such as Skype 

 National Science Digital Library, Science Digital Literacy Maps: The Physical Setting: 

 Energy Transformations: http://strandmaps.nsdl.org/?id=SMS-MAP-2071 

 The Physical Setting: Electricity and Magnetism: http://strandmaps.nsdl.org/?id=SMS-MAP-

2085 

 National Science Digital Library, Science Refreshers http://nsdl.org/refreshers/science/ 

 www.nystromnet.com  

 http://www.ewwnet.com  

 http://www.goodcharacter.com  

 http://www.panwapa.com 

 

http://strandmaps.nsdl.org/?id=SMS-MAP-2085
http://strandmaps.nsdl.org/?id=SMS-MAP-2085
http://nsdl.org/refreshers/science/
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AASL 

Standard 1 

Big Idea 

Successful students use skills, resources, and tools to inquire, think critically, 

and gain knowledge. 

 

Essential Questions 

 Does the student have the right proficiencies to explore a topic or subject further? 

Enduring Understandings 

 Monitor own information-seeking processes for effectiveness and progress, and adapt as 

necessary. 

 Use interactions with and feedback from teachers and peers to guide own inquiry process. 

 Monitor gathered information and assess for gaps or weaknesses. 

 Seek appropriate assistance when needed. 

Alignment to Standards 

CCSS 

NJCCCS 
 

Cross Curricular Opportunities 

Social Studies: Holidays, Historical American figures, maps and globes, natural 

resources, US History, trade and free enterprise 

Science: Matter and Energy, Motion and Forces, Plants and Animals, Environment 

and Energy 

Technology: Navigating a web site, Advertising on web sites 

Key Concepts and Skills 

AASL 

CPI # 

 

Students will be able to: 

1.1.1 Follow an inquiry-based process in seeking knowledge in curricular subject, and 

make the real-world connection for using this process in own life. 

1.1.2 Use prior knowledge and background knowledge as a context for learning. 

1.1.3 Develop and refine a range of questions to frame the search for new understanding. 

1.1.4 Find, evaluate, and select appropriate sources to answer questions. 

1.1.5 Evaluate information found in selected sources on the basis of accuracy, validity, and 

appropriateness for needs, importance, and social and cultural context. 

1.1.6 Read, view, and listen for information presented in any format (for example, textual, 

visual, media, digital) in order to make inferences and gather meaning. 

1.1.7 Make sense of information gathered from diverse sources by identifying 

misconceptions, main and supporting idea, conflicting information, and point of view 

or bias. 

1.1.8 Demonstrate mastery of technology tools for accessing information and pursuing 

inquiry. 

1.1.9 Collaborate with others to broaden and deepen understanding. 

Assessments 
 Teacher observation 

 Authentic assessment including performance tasks 

 Class participation 

21
st
 Century Skills 

X Creativity X Critical thinking X Communication X Collaboration 
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X 

 

Life & Career Skills 

 

X 

 

Information Literacy 

 

X 

 

Media Literacy 

  

Interdisciplinary Connections and Possible Learning Activities 
 Explore topics in Social Studies and Science.  

 Use context clues in a sentence to figure out the meaning of a word. (ELA) 

 Compare genres. (ELA) 

 Use visual representation of data, such as a bar graph or pictographs, to answer specific 

questions. (Math) 

 Use a graphic organizer to organize information.  

 Read several versions of a text comparing and contrasting story elements and events. (ELA) 

 Use the online Library Catalog to access and locate a variety of materials on cross-curricular 

subjects. (Technology) 

 Generate a collaborative writing project. (ELA) 

 Recognize examples of private information on the Internet. Share "What's Private" from 

CyberSmart http://www.att.com/Common/images/safety/game.html. Play the Internet Safety 

Game with students and discuss correct answers as they progress. (Technology) 

 Introduce the concept of doing research in preparation for writing. (Technology) 

Technology Resources 
 Graphic organizer software, such as Kidspiration 

 Online educational videos, such as BrainPop Jr. 

 Search engines, such as askforkids.com 

 Online Library Catalog 

 Spreadsheet software, such as Microsoft Excel 

 Word processing software, such as Microsoft Word 

 Social networking software, such as Skype for an author visit 

 National Science Digital Library http://strandmaps.nsdl.org/?id=SMS-MAP-0048    

 National Science Digital Library, Science Refreshers http://nsdl.org/refreshers/science/  

 Houghton Mifflin Science website www.eduplace.com  

 www.brainpopjr.com -land  

 http://www.njleg.state.nj.us/legislativepub/  

 www.4Teachers.org  

 www.njhometown.com  

 www.goodcharacter.com  

 www.timeforkids.com  

 www.internet4classrooms.com  

 www.kidinfo.com  

 www.mrnussbaum.com  

 www.kids.gov  

 http://literature.pppst.com/talltales.html  

 http://americanhistory.pppst.com/symbols.html  

 http://government.mrdonn.org/3branches.html 

 CyberSmart http://www.att.com/Common/images/safety/game.html 
 

http://government.mrdonn.org/3branches.html
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AASL 

Standard 2 

Big Idea 

Successful students know how to draw conclusions, make informed decisions, 

apply knowledge to new situations, and create new knowledge. 

 

Essential Questions 

 Is the student disposed to higher-level thinking and actively engaged in critical thinking to gain 

and share knowledge? 

Enduring Understandings 

 Determine how to act on information (accept, reject, modify). 

 Reflect on systematic process, and assess for completeness of investigation. 

 Recognize new knowledge and understanding. 

 Develop directions for further investigations. 

Alignment to Standards 

CCSS 

NJCCCS 

Cross Curricular Opportunities 

Social Studies: Holidays, Historical American figures, maps and globes, natural 

resources, US History, trade and free enterprise 

Science: Matter and Energy, Motion and Forces, Plants and Animals, Environment 

and Energy 

Key Concepts and Skills 

AASL 

CPI # 

 

Students will be able to: 

2.1.1 Continue an inquiry-based research process by applying critical thinking skills 

(analysis, synthesis, evaluation, organization) to information and knowledge in order 

to construct new understandings, draw conclusions, and create new knowledge.  

2.1.2 Organize knowledge so that it is useful. 

2.1.3 Use strategies to draw conclusions from information and apply knowledge to 

curricular areas, real-world situations, and further investigations.  

2.1.4 Use technology and other information tools to analyze and organize information. 

2.1.5 Collaborate with others to exchange ideas, develop new understandings, make 

decisions, and solve problems. 

2.1.6 Use the writing process, media and visual literacy, and technology skills to create 

projects that express new understandings. 

Assessments 
 Teacher observation 

 Authentic assessment including performance tasks 

 Class participation 

21
st
 Century Skills 

X Creativity X Critical thinking X Communication X Collaboration 

 

X 

 

Life & Career Skills 

 

X 

 

Information Literacy 

 

X 

 

Media Literacy 

  

Interdisciplinary Connections and Possible Learning Activities 
 Formulate questions about animals and use the Internet to gather more information to answer 

questions. (Science) 
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 Create a graphic organizer and sort nouns from verbs. (ELA) 

 Create a graphic organizer to organize information about a character in a story. (ELA) 

 Create a visual representation of a story from their perspective. (Art, Technology) 

 Create a simple writing project to share facts. (Science and Social Studies) 

 Recreate a story from their point of view. (ELA) 

Technology Resources 
 Graphic organizer software, such as Kidspiration 

 Online educational videos, such as BrainPop Jr. 

 Search engines, such as askforkids.com 

 Online Library Catalog 

 Spreadsheet software, such as Microsoft Excel 

 Word processing software, such as Microsoft Word 

 Social networking software, such as Skype 

 National Science Digital Library, Science Digital Literacy Maps, The Physical Setting: Changes 

in the Earth's Surface http://strandmaps.nsdl.org/?id=SMS-MAP-0048    

 National Science Digital Library, Science Refreshers http://nsdl.org/refreshers/science/  

 Houghton Mifflin Science website www.eduplace.com  

 www.brainpopjr.com -land  

 www.brainpopjr.com animals & habitats   

 http://www.njleg.state.nj.us/legislativepub/  

 www.4Teachers.org  

 www.disney.com  

 www.njhometown.com  

 www.goodcharacter.com  

 www.timeforkids.com  

 www.internet4classrooms.com  

 www.kidinfo.com  

 www.mrnussbaum.com  

 www.kids.gov  

 http://literature.pppst.com/talltales.html  

 http://americanhistory.pppst.com/symbols.html  

 http://government.mrdonn.org/3branches.html 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://government.mrdonn.org/3branches.html
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AASL 

Standard 3 

Big Idea 

Successful students use skills, resources, and tools to share knowledge and 

participate ethically and productively as members of our democratic society. 

 

Essential Questions 

 Is the student aware that the foundations traits for 21
st
-century learning require self-

accountability that extends beyond skills and dispositions? 

Enduring Understandings 

 Assess the processes by which learning was achieved in order to revise strategies and learn more 

effectively in the future. 

 Assess the quality and effectiveness of the learning product. 

 Assess one’s own ability to work with others in a group setting by evaluating varied roles, 

leadership, and demonstrations of respect for other viewpoints. 

Alignment to Common Core State Standards 

CCSS 

NJCCCS 

Cross Curricular Opportunities 

Social Studies: Holidays, Historical American figures, maps and globes, natural 

resources, US History, trade and free enterprise 

Science: Matter and Energy, Motion and Forces, Plants and Animals, Environment 

and Energy 

Key Concepts and Skills 

AASL 

CPI # 

 

Students will be able to: 

3.1.1 Conclude an inquiry-based research process by sharing new understandings and 

reflecting on the learning. 

3.1.2 Participate and collaborate as members of a social and intellectual network of 

learners. 

3.1.3 Use writing and speaking skills to communicate new understandings effectively. 

3.1.4 Using technology and other information tools to organize and display knowledge and 

understanding in ways that others can view, use, and assess.  

3.1.5 Connect learning to community issues. 

3.1.6 Use information and technology ethically and responsibly. 

Assessments 
 Teacher observation 

 Authentic assessment including performance tasks 

 Class participation 

21
st
 Century Skills 

X Creativity X Critical thinking X Communication X Collaboration 

 

X 

 

Life & Career Skills 

 

X 

 

Information Literacy 

 

X 

 

Media Literacy 

  

Interdisciplinary Connections and Possible Learning Activities 
 Answer simple written or oral questions where skills are taught after reading or watching a story 

about hibernation. (Science) 

 Write a class cumulative story with each student providing suggestions and making final 
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decisions as a class. (ELA) 

 Move through the library in a way that shows how the students are feeling after reading a story 

on feelings. (Health, Physical Education) 

 Create pages on the computer for a book about numbers. (Math) 

 Compare the holiday traditions of their families to those of different countries. (Social Studies) 

 Discuss what is on the title page of a book and the importance of the author and illustrator. 

(ELA) 

Technology Resources 
 Graphic organizer software, such as Kidspiration 

 Online educational videos, such as BrainPop Jr. 

 Search engines, such as askforkids.com 

 Online Library Catalog 

 Spreadsheet software, such as Microsoft Excel 

 Word processing software, such as Microsoft Word 

 Social networking software, such as Skype 

 National Science Digital Library, Science Digital Literacy Maps, The Physical Setting: Changes 

in the Earth's Surface http://strandmaps.nsdl.org/?id=SMS-MAP-0048    

 National Science Digital Library, Science Refreshers http://nsdl.org/refreshers/science/  

 Houghton Mifflin Science website www.eduplace.com  

 www.brainpopjr.com-land  

 www.brainpopjr.com animals & habitats   

 http://www.njleg.state.nj.us/legislativepub/  

 www.4Teachers.org  

 www.disney.com  

 www.njhometown.com  

 www.goodcharacter.com  

 www.timeforkids.com  

 www.internet4classrooms.com  

 www.kidinfo.com  

 www.mrnussbaum.com  

 www.kids.gov  

 http://literature.pppst.com/talltales.html  

 http://americanhistory.pppst.com/symbols.html  

 http://government.mrdonn.org/3branches.html 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://government.mrdonn.org/3branches.html
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AASL 

Standard 4 

Big Idea 

Successful students use skills, resources, and tools to pursue personal growth 

and aesthetic growth. 

 

Essential Questions 

 Can the student recognize personal strengths and weaknesses over time and become a stronger, 

more independent learner? 

Enduring Understandings 

 Identify own areas of interest. 

 Recognize the limits of their own personal knowledge. 

 Recognize how to focus on efforts in personal learning. 

 Interpret new information based on cultural and social context. 

 Develop personal criteria for gauging how effectively own ideas are expressed. 

 Evaluate own ability to select resources that are engaging and appropriate for personal interests 

and needs. 

Alignment to Common Core State Standards 

CCSS 

NJCCCS 

Cross Curricular Opportunities 

Social Studies: Holidays, Historical American figures, maps and globes, natural 

resources, US History, trade and free enterprise 

Science: Matter and Energy, Motion and Forces, Plants and Animals, Environment 

and Energy 

Key Concepts and Skills 

AASL 

CPI # 

 

Students will be able to: 

4.1.1 Read, view, and listen for pleasure and personal growth. 

4.1.2 Read widely and fluently to make connections with self, the world, and previous 

reading. 

4.1.3 Respond to literature and create expressions of ideas in various formats and genres. 

4.1.4 Seek information for personal learning in a variety of formats and genres. 

4.1.5 Connect ideas to own interests and previous knowledge and experience. 

4.1.6 Organize personal knowledge in a way that can be called upon easily. 

4.1.7 Use social networks and information tools to gather and share information. 

4.1.8 Use creative and artistic formats to express personal learning. 

Assessments 
 Teacher observation 

 Authentic assessment including performance tasks 

 Class participation 

21
st
 Century Skills 

X Creativity X Critical thinking X Communication X Collaboration 

 

X 

 

Life & Career Skills 

 

X 

 

Information Literacy 

 

X 

 

Media Literacy 

  

Interdisciplinary Connections and Possible Learning Activities 
 Use the online Library Catalog to access and locate a variety of materials on cross-curricular 
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subjects. (Technology) 

 Read stories about how children around the world live and compare with own lives. (Social 

Studies) 

 Retell a story about growing pumpkins to create jack-o-lanterns. (Science) 

 Select a variety of materials on cross-curricular subjects based on their interests. 

 Write a book report or review. (ELA) 

 Create a story web to visually organize the plot of a story. (ELA) 

 Use the Internet to search for information on a Social Studies or Science topic studied in class, 

such as maps or inventions.  

 Create a picture that relates to a story that had been read to the class. (Art) 

Technology Resources 
 Graphic organizer software, such as Kidspiration 

 Online educational videos, such as BrainPop Jr. 

 Search engines, such as askforkids.com 

 Online Library catalog 

 Spreadsheet software, such as Microsoft Excel 

 Word processing software, such as Microsoft Word 

 Social networking software, such as Skype 

 National Science Digital Library, Science Digital Literacy Maps, The Physical Setting: Changes 

in the Earth's Surface http://strandmaps.nsdl.org/?id=SMS-MAP-0048    

 National Science Digital Library, Science Refreshers http://nsdl.org/refreshers/science/  

 Houghton Mifflin Science website www.eduplace.com  

 www.brainpopjr.com -land  

 www.brainpopjr.com animals & habitats   

 http://www.njleg.state.nj.us/legislativepub/  

 www.4Teachers.org  

 www.disney.com  

 www.njhometown.com  

 www.goodcharacter.com  

 www.timeforkids.com  

 www.internet4classrooms.com  

 www.kidinfo.com  

 www.mrnussbaum.com  

 www.kids.gov  

 http://literature.pppst.com/talltales.html  

 http://americanhistory.pppst.com/symbols.html  

 http://government.mrdonn.org/3branches.html 

 

http://government.mrdonn.org/3branches.html
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AASL 

Standard 1 

Big Idea 

Successful students use skills, resources, and tools to inquire, think critically, 

and gain knowledge. 

 

Essential Questions 

 Does the student have the necessary proficiencies to explore a topic or subject further? 

Enduring Understandings 

 Monitor own information-seeking processes for effectiveness and progress, and adapt as 

necessary. 

 Use interactions with and feedback from teachers and peers to guide own inquiry process. 

 Monitor gathered information, and assess for gaps or weaknesses. 

 Seek appropriate help when it is needed. 

Alignment to Standards 

CCSS 

NJCCCS 
 

Cross Curricular Opportunities 

Social Studies: Maps and Globes, NJ Geography, Communities, Local Government, 

Being a Thoughtful Consumer 

Science: Living and Nonliving Organisms, States of Matter, Forces in Energy, 

Ecosystems, Geology 

Technology: Internet Safety and Responsibility, Privacy Information (passwords), 

Comparing Search Engines, Rating web sites, Cyber Bullying 

Key Concepts and Skills 

AASL 

CPI # 

 

Students will be able to: 

1.1.1 Follow an inquiry-based process in seeking knowledge in curricular subject, and 

make the  real-world connection for using this process in own life. 

1.1.2 Use prior knowledge and background knowledge as a context for learning. 

1.1.3 Develop and refine a range of questions to frame the search for new understanding. 

1.1.4 Find, evaluate, and select appropriate sources to answer questions. 

1.1.5 Evaluate information found in selected sources on the basis of accuracy, validity, and 

appropriateness for needs, importance, and social and cultural context. 

1.1.6 Read, view, and listen for information presented in any format (for example, textual, 

visual, media, digital) in order to make inferences and gather meaning. 

1.1.7 Make sense of information gathered from diverse sources by identifying 

misconceptions, main and supporting idea, conflicting information, and point of view 

or bias. 

1.1.8 Demonstrate mastery of technology tools for accessing information and pursuing 

inquiry. 

1.1.9 Collaborate with others to broaden and deepen understanding. 

Assessments 
 Teacher observation 

 Authentic assessment including performance tasks 

 Class participation 

21
st
 Century Skills 
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X Creativity X Critical thinking X Communication X Collaboration 

 

X 

 

Life & Career Skills 

 

X 

 

Information Literacy 

 

X 

 

Media Literacy 

  

Interdisciplinary Connections and Possible Learning Activities 
 Explore topics in Social Studies and Science.  

 Use context clues in a sentence to figure out the meaning of a word. (ELA) 

 Use visual representation of data, such as a bar graph or pictographs to answer specific 

questions. (Math) 

 Use a graphic organizer to organize information. (Science and Social Studies) 

 Discuss characters actions from a read aloud to develop listening comprehension. (ELA) 

 Using a projector, watch the BrainPop Jr. Internet Safety lesson and discuss the issue of private 

information.  

 Direct students to the "Finding Good Sites" lesson (Technology)  

 Visit the dinodictionary.com site with students, using the Ratings Checklist to evaluate the site. 

(Technology) 

 Explore the features of different search engines developed specifically for student searching. 

(Technology) 

Technology Resources 
 Graphic organizer software, such as Kidspiration 

 Online educational videos, such as BrainPop Jr. and BrainPop 

 Search engines, such as askforkids.com 

 Online Library Catalog 

 Spreadsheet software, such as Microsoft Excel 

 Word processing software, such as Microsoft Word 

 Social networking software, such as Skype 

 National Science Digital Library 

o Laws of Motion http://strandmaps.nsdl.org/?id=SMS-MAP-1357  

o http://nsdl.org/refreshers/science/  

o Electricity and Magnetism http://strandmaps.nsdl.org/?id=SMS-MAP-1332  

o Conservation of Matter  http://strandmaps.nsdl.org/?id=SMS-MAP-1372  

 www.animoto.com (create a media-rich digital story)  

 Edison Motion Pictures http://memory.loc.gove/ammem/edhtml/edmvalpha.html  

 Time Capsule http://www.dmarie.com/timecap  

 Growth of A Nation http://www.animatedatlas.com/movie.html  

 Edison Motion Pictures http://memory.loc.gove/ammem/edhtml/edmvalpha.html  

 Time Capsule http://www.dmarie.com/timecap  

 Growth of A Nation http://www.animatedatlas.com/movie.html  

 http://www.goodcharacter.com  

 Kids in the House http://clerkkids.house.gov/  

 http://www.digitalhistory.uh.edu  
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AASL 

Standard 2 

Big Idea 

Successful students know how to draw conclusions, make informed decisions, 

apply knowledge to new situations, and create new knowledge. 

 

Essential Questions 

 Is the student disposed to higher-level thinking and actively engaged in critical thinking to gain 

and share knowledge? 

Enduring Understandings 

 Determine how to act on information (accept, reject, modify). 

 Reflect on systematic process, and assess for completeness of investigation. 

 Recognize new knowledge and understanding. 

 Develop directions for further investigations. 

Alignment to Standards 

CCSS 

NJCCCS 

 

Cross Curricular Opportunities 

Social Studies: Maps and Globes, NJ Geography, Communities, Local Government, 

Being a Thoughtful Consumer 

Science: Living and Nonliving Organisms, States of Matter, Forces in Energy, 

Ecosystems, Geology 

Key Concepts and Skills 

AASL 

CPI # 

 

Students will be able to: 

2.1.1 Continue an inquiry-based research process by applying critical thinking skills 

(analysis, synthesis, evaluation, organization) to information and knowledge in order 

to construct new understandings, draw conclusions, and create new knowledge.  

2.1.2 Organize knowledge so that it is useful. 

2.1.3 Use strategies to draw conclusions from information and apply knowledge to 

curricular areas, real-world situations, and further investigations.  

2.1.4 Use technology and other information tools to analyze and organize information. 

2.1.5 Collaborate with others to exchange ideas, develop new understandings, make 

decisions, and solve problems. 

2.1.6 Use the writing process, media and visual literacy, and technology skills to create 

projects that express new understandings. 

Assessments 
 Teacher observation 

 Authentic assessment including performance tasks 

 Class participation 

21
st
 Century Skills 

X Creativity X Critical thinking X Communication X Collaboration 

 

X 

Life & Career 

Skills 

 

X 

Information 

Literacy 

 

X 

 

Media Literacy 

  

Interdisciplinary Connections and Possible Learning Activities 
 Formulate questions about ecosystems and use the Internet to gather more information to 

answer questions. (Science) 
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 Create a graphic organizer to organize information about a character in a story. (ELA) 

 Create a visual representation of a story from their perspective. (Art, Technology) 

 Create a simple writing project to share facts. (Science and Social Studies) 

 Recreate a story from their point of view. (ELA) 

Technology Resources 
 Graphic organizer software, such as Kidspiration 

 Online educational videos, such as BrainPop Jr. 

 Search engines, such as askforkids.com 

 Online Library Catalog 

 Spreadsheet software, such as Microsoft Excel 

 Word processing software, such as Microsoft Word 

 Social networking software, such as Skype 

 National Science Digital Library 

o Laws of Motion http://strandmaps.nsdl.org/?id=SMS-MAP-1357  

o http://nsdl.org/refreshers/science/  

o Electricity and Magnetism http://strandmaps.nsdl.org/?id=SMS-MAP-1332  

o Conservation of Matter  http://strandmaps.nsdl.org/?id=SMS-MAP-1372  

 www.animoto.com (create a media-rich digital story)  

 Edison Motion Pictures http://memory.loc.gove/ammem/edhtml/edmvalpha.html  

 Time Capsule http://www.dmarie.com/timecap  

 Growth of A Nation http://www.animatedatlas.com/movie.html  

 Edison Motion Pictures http://memory.loc.gove/ammem/edhtml/edmvalpha.html  

 Time Capsule http://www.dmarie.com/timecap  

 Growth of A Nation http://www.animatedatlas.com/movie.html  

 http://www.goodcharacter.com  

 Kids in the House http://clerkkids.house.gov/  

 http://www.digitalhistory.uh.edu 

 www.enchantedlearning.com  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.digitalhistory.uh.edu/
http://www.enchantedlearning.com/
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AASL 

Standard 3 

Big Idea 

Successful students use skills, resources, and tools to share knowledge and 

participate ethically and productively as members of our democratic society. 

 

Essential Questions 

 Is the student aware that the foundations traits for 21
st
-century learning require self-

accountability that extends beyond skills and dispositions? 

Enduring Understandings 

 Assess the processes by which learning was achieved in order to revise strategies and learn more 

effectively in the future. 

 Assess the quality and effectiveness of the learning product. 

 Assess one’s own ability to work with others in a group setting by evaluating varied roles, 

leadership, and demonstrations of respect for other viewpoints. 

Alignment to Common Core State Standards 

CCSS 

NJCCCS 

 

Cross Curricular Opportunities 

Social Studies: Maps and Globes, NJ Geography, Communities, Local Government, 

Being a Thoughtful Consumer 

Science: Living and Nonliving Organisms, States of Matter, Forces in Energy, 

Ecosystems, Geology 

Key Concepts and Skills 

AASL 

CPI # 

 

Students will be able to: 

3.1.1 Conclude an inquiry-based research process by sharing new understandings and 

reflecting on the learning. 

3.1.2 Participate and collaborate as members of a social and intellectual network of 

learners. 

3.1.3 Use writing and speaking skills to communicate new understandings effectively. 

3.1.4 Use technology and other information tools to organize and display knowledge and 

understanding in ways that others can view, use, and assess.  

3.1.5 Connect learning to community issues. 

3.1.6 Use information and technology ethically and responsibly. 

Assessments 
 Teacher observation 

 Authentic assessment including performance tasks 

 Class participation 

21
st
 Century Skills 

X Creativity X Critical thinking X Communication X Collaboration 

 

X 

 

Life & Career Skills 

 

X 

 

Information Literacy 

 

X 

 

Media Literacy 

  

Interdisciplinary Connections and Possible Learning Activities 
 Answer simple oral questions where skills are taught after reading or watching a story about 

ecosystems. (Science) 

 Move through the library in a way that shows how the students are feeling after reading a story 
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on feelings. (Health, Physical Education) 

 Create pages on the computer to share facts learned about a content topic. (Science or Social 

Studies) 

 Discuss what is on the title page of a book and the importance of the author and illustrator. 

(ELA)  

 Develop attentiveness during read-alouds and class discussions. (ELA) 

Technology Resources 
 Graphic organizer software, such as Kidspiration 

 Online educational videos, such as BrainPop Jr. 

 Search engines, such as askforkids.com 

 Online Library Catalog 

 Spreadsheet software, such as Microsoft Excel 

 Word processing software, such as Microsoft Word 

 Social networking software, such as Skype 

 National Science Digital Library 

o Laws of Motion http://strandmaps.nsdl.org/?id=SMS-MAP-1357  

o http://nsdl.org/refreshers/science/  

o Electricity and Magnetism http://strandmaps.nsdl.org/?id=SMS-MAP-1332  

o Conservation of Matter  http://strandmaps.nsdl.org/?id=SMS-MAP-1372  

 www.animoto.com (create a media-rich digital story)  

 Edison Motion Pictures http://memory.loc.gove/ammem/edhtml/edmvalpha.html  

 Time Capsule http://www.dmarie.com/timecap  

 Growth of A Nation http://www.animatedatlas.com/movie.html  

 Edison Motion Pictures http://memory.loc.gove/ammem/edhtml/edmvalpha.html  

 Time Capsule http://www.dmarie.com/timecap  

 Growth of A Nation http://www.animatedatlas.com/movie.html  

 http://www.goodcharacter.com  

 Kids in the House http://clerkkids.house.gov/  

 http://www.digitalhistory.uh.edu 

 www.enchantedlearning.com 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.digitalhistory.uh.edu/
http://www.enchantedlearning.com/
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AASL 

Standard 4 

Big Idea 

Successful students use skills, resources, and tools to pursue personal growth 

and aesthetic growth. 

 

Essential Questions 

 Can the student recognize personal strengths and weaknesses over time and become a stronger, 

more independent learner? 

Enduring Understandings 

 Identify areas of personal interest. 

 Recognize the limits of their own personal knowledge. 

 Recognize how to focus on efforts in personal learning. 

 Interpret new information based on cultural and social context. 

 Develop personal criteria for gauging how effectively own ideas are expressed. 

 Evaluate own ability to select resources that are engaging and appropriate for personal interests 

and needs. 

Alignment to Common Core State Standards 

CCSS 

NJCCCS 

 

Cross Curricular Opportunities 

Social Studies: Maps and Globes, NJ Geography, Communities, Local Government, 

Being a Thoughtful Consumer 

Science: Living and Nonliving Organisms, States of Matter, Forces in Energy, 

Ecosystems, Geology 

Key Concepts and Skills 

AASL 

CPI # 

 

Students will be able to: 

4.1.1 Read, view, and listen for pleasure and personal growth. 

4.1.2 Read widely and fluently to make connections with self, the world, and previous 

reading. 

4.1.3 Respond to literature and create expressions of ideas in various formats and genres. 

4.1.4 Seek information for personal learning in a variety of formats and genres. 

4.1.5 Connect ideas to own interests and previous knowledge and experience. 

4.1.6 Organize personal knowledge in a way that can be called upon easily. 

4.1.7 Use social networks and information tools to gather and share information. 

4.1.8 Use creative and artistic formats to express personal learning. 

Assessments 
 Teacher observation 

 Authentic assessment including performance tasks 

 Class participation 

21
st
 Century Skills 

X Creativity X Critical thinking X Communication X Collaboration 

 

X 

 

Life & Career Skills 

 

X 

 

Information Literacy 

 

X 

 

Media Literacy 

  

Interdisciplinary Connections and Possible Learning Activities 
 Use the online Library Catalog to access and locate a variety of materials on cross-curricular 
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subjects. (Technology) 

 Read stories about thought consumers and/or community members. (Social Studies) 

 Retell a story about changes in Ocean Township. (Social Studies) 

 Select a variety of materials on cross-curricular subjects based on their interests. 

 Interactively create a story web to visually organize the plot of a story. (ELA) 

 Write a book review and posting it on library system. (ELA and Technology) 

 Participate in class activities exploring web site to gather information. (Technology) 

 Create a picture that relates to a story that had been read to the class. (Art) 

Technology Resources 
 Graphic organizer software, such as Kidspiration 

 Online educational videos, such as BrainPop Jr. 

 Search engines, such as askforkids.com 

 Online Library Catalog 

 Spreadsheet software, such as Microsoft Excel 

 Word processing software, such as Microsoft Word 

 Social networking software, such as Skype 

 National Science Digital Library 

o Laws of Motion http://strandmaps.nsdl.org/?id=SMS-MAP-1357  

o http://nsdl.org/refreshers/science/  

o Electricity and Magnetism http://strandmaps.nsdl.org/?id=SMS-MAP-1332  

o Conservation of Matter  http://strandmaps.nsdl.org/?id=SMS-MAP-1372  

 www.animoto.com (create a media-rich digital story)  

 Edison Motion Pictures http://memory.loc.gove/ammem/edhtml/edmvalpha.html  

 Time Capsule http://www.dmarie.com/timecap  

 Growth of A Nation http://www.animatedatlas.com/movie.html  

 Edison Motion Pictures http://memory.loc.gove/ammem/edhtml/edmvalpha.html  

 Time Capsule http://www.dmarie.com/timecap  

 Growth of A Nation http://www.animatedatlas.com/movie.html  

 http://www.goodcharacter.com  

 Kids in the House http://clerkkids.house.gov/  

 http://www.digitalhistory.uh.edu 

 www.enchantedlearning.com 

 

http://www.digitalhistory.uh.edu/
http://www.enchantedlearning.com/
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AASL 

Standard 1 

Big Idea 

Successful students use skills, resources, and tools to inquire, think critically, 

and gain knowledge. 

 

Essential Questions 

 Does the student have the right proficiencies to explore a topic or subject further? 

Enduring Understandings 

 Monitor own information-seeking processes for effectiveness and progress, and adapt as 

necessary. 

 Use interactions with and feedback from teachers and peers to guide own inquiry process. 

 Monitor gathered information, and assess for gaps or weaknesses. 

 Seek appropriate assistance when it is needed. 

Alignment to Standards 

CCSS 

NJCCCS 
 

Cross Curricular Opportunities 

Social Studies: Regions of the US, New Jersey, Revolutionary War, Founding a 

Nation, Underground Railroad, Industrial Revolution, Immigration 

Science: Ecosystems, Body Systems, Light, Heat, Electricity, Climate and Weather 

Technology: Internet Safety and Responsibility, Privacy Information (passwords), 

Comparing Search Engines, Rating web sites, Cyber Bullying 

Key Concepts and Skills 

AASL 

CPI # 

 

Students will be able to: 

1.1.1 Follow an inquiry-based process in seeking knowledge in curricular subject, and 

make the real-world connection for using this process in own life. 

1.1.2 Use prior knowledge and background knowledge as a context for learning. 

1.1.3 Develop and refine a range of questions to frame the search for new understanding. 

1.1.4 Find, evaluate, and select appropriate sources to answer questions. 

1.1.5 Evaluate information found in selected sources on the basis of accuracy, validity, and 

appropriateness for needs, importance, and social and cultural context. 

1.1.6 Read, view, and listen for information presented in any format (for example, textual, 

visual, media, digital) in order to make inferences and gather meaning. 

1.1.7 Make sense of information gathered from diverse sources by identifying 

misconceptions, main and supporting idea, conflicting information, and point of view 

or bias. 

1.1.8 Demonstrate mastery of technology tools for accessing information and pursuing 

inquiry. 

1.1.9 Collaborate with others to broaden and deepen understanding. 

Assessments 
 Teacher observation 

 Authentic assessment including performance tasks 

 Class participation 

21
st
 Century Skills 

X Creativity X Critical thinking X Communication X Collaboration 
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X 

 

Life & Career Skills 

 

X 

 

Information Literacy 

 

X 

 

Media Literacy 

  

Interdisciplinary Connections and Possible Learning Activities 
 Explore topics in Social Studies and Science.  

 Use context clues in a sentence to figure out the meaning of a word. (ELA) 

 Compare genres. (ELA) 

 Use visual representation of data, such as a bar graph or pictographs, to answer specific 

questions. (Math) 

 Use a graphic organizer to organize information.  

 Read several versions of a text comparing and contrasting story elements and events. (ELA) 

 Use online Library Catalog to access and locate a variety of materials on cross-curricular 

subjects. (Technology) 

 Generate a collaborative writing project. (ELA) 

 On the computer, watch  "The Three Cyber Pigs" at 

http://www.mediaawareness.ca/english/games/privacy_playground/index.cfm (Technology) 

 Give each student the Rating Web Sites Checklist and go to the Rating Web Sites site. 

(Technology) 

Technology Resources 
 Graphic organizer software, such as Kidspiration 

 Online educational videos, such as BrainPop Jr. and Brainpop 

 Search engines, such as askforkids.com 

 Online Library Catalog 

 Spreadsheet software, such as Microsoft Excel 

 Word processing software, such as Microsoft Word 

 Social networking software, such as Skype 

 National Science Digital Library 

o The Physical Setting: Solar System  http://strandmaps.nsdl.org/?id=SMS-MAP-1282  

o Conservation of Matter: http://strandmaps.nsdl.org/?id=SMS-MAP-1332  

o Solar System  http://strandmaps.nsdl.org/?id=SMS-MAP-1282 

 www.sfsocialstudies.com  

 http://www.goodcharacter.com  

 www.animatedatlas.com/movie.html  

 http://www.proteacher.com  

 http://ewwnet.com (one Nystrom site)  

 http://juniorgeographer.com (accompanies hands-on Junior Geographer Atlas program)  

 www.internet4classrooms.com  

 www.kidinfo.com  

 http://geography.mrdonn.org/landforms.html  

 http://www.weatherwizkids.com/weather-climate.htm  

 www.kidport.com  

 www.nanticoke-lenape.org  

 http://www.nj.gov/hangout  

 http://www.state.nj.us/history  

 www.aboutnewjersey.com  

http://www.mediaawareness.ca/english/games/privacy_playground/index.cfm
http://strandmaps.nsdl.org/?id=SMS-MAP-1282
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 http://bensguide.gpo.gov/files.Ben_Activity_webversion.pdf  

 http://americanhistory.pppst.com/symbols.html  

 www.state.nj.us/state/historykids/NJHistoryKids.htm  

 www.jerseykids.net 
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AASL 

Standard 2 

Big Idea 

Successful students know how to draw conclusions, make informed decisions, 

apply knowledge to new situations, and create new knowledge. 

 

Essential Questions 

 Is the student disposed to higher-level thinking and actively engaged in critical thinking to gain 

and share knowledge? 

Enduring Understandings 

 Determine how to act on information (accept, reject, modify). 

 Reflect on systematic process, and assess for completeness of investigation. 

 Recognize new knowledge and understanding. 

 Develop directions for further investigations. 

Alignment to Standards 

CCSS 

NJCCCS 

 

Cross Curricular Opportunities 

Social Studies: Regions of the US, New Jersey, Revolutionary War, Founding a 

Nation, Underground Railroad, Industrial Revolution, Immigration 

Science: Ecosystems, Body Systems, Light, Heat, Electricity, Climate and Weather 

Key Concepts and Skills 

AASL 

CPI # 

 

Students will be able to: 

2.1.1 Continue an inquiry-based research process by applying critical thinking skills 

(analysis, synthesis, evaluation, organization) to information and knowledge in order 

to construct new understandings, draw conclusions, and create new knowledge.  

2.1.2 Organize knowledge so that it is useful. 

2.1.3 Use strategies to draw conclusions from information and apply knowledge to 

curricular areas, real-world situations, and further investigations.  

2.1.4 Use technology and other information tools to analyze and organize information. 

2.1.5 Collaborate with others to exchange ideas, develop new understandings, make 

decisions, and solve problems. 

2.1.6 Use the writing process, media and visual literacy, and technology skills to create 

projects that express new understandings. 

Assessments 
 Teacher observation 

 Authentic assessment including performance tasks 

 Class participation 

21
st
 Century Skills 

X Creativity X Critical thinking X Communication X Collaboration 

 

X 

 

Life & Career Skills 

 

X 

 

Information Literacy 

 

X 

 

Media Literacy 

  

Interdisciplinary Connections and Possible Learning Activities 
 Formulate questions about body systems and use the Internet to gather more information to 

answer questions. (Science) 

 Create a graphic organizer and sort nouns from verbs. (ELA) 
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 Create a graphic organizer to organize information about a character in a story. (ELA) 

 Create a visual representation of a story from their perspective. (Art, Technology) 

 Create a simple writing project to share facts. (Science and Social Studies) 

 Recreate a story from their point of view. (ELA) 

Technology Resources 
 Graphic organizer software, such as Kidspiration 

 Online educational videos, such as BrainPop Jr. 

 Search engines, such as askforkids.com 

 Online Library Catalog 

 Spreadsheet software, such as Microsoft Excel 

 Word processing software, such as Microsoft Word 

 Social networking software, such as Skype 

 National Science Digital Library 

o The Physical Setting: Solar System  http://strandmaps.nsdl.org/?id=SMS-MAP-1282  

o Conservation of Matter: http://strandmaps.nsdl.org/?id=SMS-MAP-1332  

o Solar System  http://strandmaps.nsdl.org/?id=SMS-MAP-1282 

 www.sfsocialstudies.com  

 http://www.goodcharacter.com  

 www.animatedatlas.com/movie.html  

 http://www.proteacher.com  

 http://ewwnet.com (one Nystrom site)  

 http://juniorgeographer.com (accompanies hands-on Junior Geographer Atlas program)  

 www.internet4classrooms.com  

 www.kidinfo.com  

 http://geography.mrdonn.org/landforms.html  

 http://www.weatherwizkids.com/weather-climate.htm  

 www.kidport.com  

 www.nanticoke-lenape.org  

 http://www.nj.gov/hangout  

 http://www.state.nj.us/history  

 www.aboutnewjersey.com  

 http://bensguide.gpo.gov/files.Ben_Activity_webversion.pdf  

 http://americanhistory.pppst.com/symbols.html  

 www.state.nj.us/state/historykids/NJHistoryKids.htm  

 www.jerseykids.net 

 www.enchangedlearning.com 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://strandmaps.nsdl.org/?id=SMS-MAP-1282
http://www.jerseykids.net/


Grade 4 Library Media Curriculum  

AASL. Standards for the 21st -century learner in action. Chicago, IL: ALA, 2009. 

 

AASL 

Standard 3 

Big Idea 

Successful students use skills, resources, and tools to share knowledge and 

participate ethically and productively as members of our democratic society. 

 

Essential Questions 

 Is the student aware that the foundations traits for 21
st
-century learning require self-

accountability that extends beyond skills and dispositions? 

Enduring Understandings 

 Assess the processes by which learning was achieved in order to revise strategies and learn more 

effectively in the future. 

 Assess the quality and effectiveness of the learning product. 

 Assess one’s own ability to work with others in a group setting by evaluating varied roles, 

leadership, and demonstrations of respect for other viewpoints. 

Alignment to Common Core State Standards 

CCSS 

NJCCCS 

 

Cross Curricular Opportunities 

Social Studies: Regions of the US, New Jersey, Revolutionary War, Founding a 

Nation, Underground Railroad, Industrial Revolution, Immigration 

Science: Ecosystems, Body Systems, Light, Heat, Electricity, Climate and Weather 

Key Concepts and Skills 

AASL 

CPI # 

 

Students will be able to: 

3.1.1 Conclude an inquiry-based research process by sharing new understandings and 

reflecting on the learning. 

3.1.2 Participate and collaborate as members of a social and intellectual network of 

learners. 

3.1.3 Use writing and speaking skills to communicate new understandings effectively. 

3.1.4 Use technology and other information tools to organize and display knowledge and 

understanding in ways that others can view, use, and assess.  

3.1.5 Connect learning to community issues. 

3.1.6 Use information and technology ethically and responsibly. 

Assessments 
 Teacher observation 

 Authentic assessment including performance tasks 

 Class participation 

21
st
 Century Skills 

X Creativity X Critical thinking X Communication X Collaboration 

 

X 

Life & Career 

Skills 

 

X 

Information 

Literacy 

 

X 

 

Media Literacy 

  

Interdisciplinary Connections and Possible Learning Activities 
 Answer simple written or oral questions where skills are taught after reading or watching a story 

about climate and weather. (Science) 

 Write a class cumulative story, with each student providing suggestions, and making final 

decisions as a class. (ELA) 
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 Move through the library in a way that shows how the students are feeling after reading a story 

on feelings. (Health, Physical Education) 

 Create pages on the computer for a book to share information learned. (Science and Social 

Studies) 

 Compare immigration stories of immigrants from different countries. (Social Studies) 

Technology Resources 
 Graphic organizer software, such as Kidspiration 

 Online educational videos, such as BrainPop Jr. and Branipop 

 Search engines, such as askforkids.com 

 Online Library Catalog 

 Spreadsheet software, such as Microsoft Excel 

 Word processing software, such as Microsoft Word 

 Social networking software, such as Skype 

 National Science Digital Library 

o The Physical Setting: Solar System  http://strandmaps.nsdl.org/?id=SMS-MAP-1282  

o Conservation of Matter: http://strandmaps.nsdl.org/?id=SMS-MAP-1332  

o Solar System  http://strandmaps.nsdl.org/?id=SMS-MAP-1282 

 www.sfsocialstudies.com  

 http://www.goodcharacter.com  

 www.animatedatlas.com/movie.html  

 http://www.proteacher.com  

 http://ewwnet.com (one Nystrom site)  

 http://juniorgeographer.com (accompanies hands-on Junior Geographer Atlas program)  

 www.internet4classrooms.com  

 www.kidinfo.com  

 http://geography.mrdonn.org/landforms.html  

 http://www.weatherwizkids.com/weather-climate.htm  

 www.kidport.com  

 www.nanticoke-lenape.org  

 http://www.nj.gov/hangout  

 http://www.state.nj.us/history  

 www.aboutnewjersey.com  

 http://bensguide.gpo.gov/files.Ben_Activity_webversion.pdf  

 http://americanhistory.pppst.com/symbols.html  

 www.state.nj.us/state/historykids/NJHistoryKids.htm  

 www.jerseykids.net 

 www.enchantedlearning.com 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://strandmaps.nsdl.org/?id=SMS-MAP-1282
http://www.jerseykids.net/
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AASL 

Standard 4 

Big Idea 

Successful students use skills, resources, and tools to pursue personal growth 

and aesthetic growth. 

 

Essential Questions 

 Can the student recognize personal strengths and weaknesses over time and become a stronger, 

more independent learner? 

Enduring Understandings 

 Identify areas of personal interest. 

 Recognize the limits of their own personal knowledge. 

 Recognize how to focus on efforts in personal learning. 

 Interpret new information based on cultural and social context. 

 Develop personal criteria for gauging how effectively own ideas are expressed. 

 Evaluate own ability to select resources that are engaging and appropriate for personal interests 

and needs. 

Alignment to Common Core State Standards 

CCSS 

NJCCCS 

 

Cross Curricular Opportunities 

Social Studies: Regions of the US, New Jersey, Revolutionary War, Founding a 

Nation, Underground Railroad, Industrial Revolution, Immigration 

Science: Ecosystems, Body Systems, Light, Heat, Electricity, Climate and Weather 

Key Concepts and Skills 

AASL 

CPI # 

 

Students will be able to: 

4.1.1 Read, view, and listen for pleasure and personal growth. 

4.1.2 Read widely and fluently to make connections with self, the world, and previous 

reading. 

4.1.3 Respond to literature and create expressions of ideas in various formats and genres. 

4.1.4 Seek information for personal learning in a variety of formats and genres. 

4.1.5 Connect ideas to own interests and previous knowledge and experience. 

4.1.6 Organize personal knowledge in a way that can be called upon easily. 

4.1.7 Use social networks and information tools to gather and share information. 

4.1.8 Use creative and artistic formats to express personal learning. 

Assessments 
 Teacher observation 

 Authentic assessment including performance tasks 

 Class participation 

21
st
 Century Skills 

X Creativity X Critical thinking X Communication X Collaboration 

 

X 

 

Life & Career Skills 

 

X 

 

Information Literacy 

 

X 

 

Media Literacy 

  

Interdisciplinary Connections and Possible Learning Activities 
 Use the online Library Catalog to access and locate a variety of materials on cross-curricular 

subjects. (Technology) 
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 Read stories about people during the Revolutionary War and compare with own lives. (Social 

Studies) 

 Select a variety of materials on cross-curricular subjects based on their interests. 

 Write a book report or review. (ELA) 

 Create a story web to visually organize the plot of a story. (ELA) 

 Use the Internet to search for information on Social Studies or Science topics, such as maps or 

inventions, studied in class.  

 Create a picture that relates to a story that had been read to the class. (Art) 

Technology Resources 
 Graphic organizer software, such as Kidspiration 

 Online educational videos, such as BrainPop Jr. and Brainpop 

 Search engines, such as askforkids.com 

 Online Library Catalog 

 Spreadsheet software, such as Microsoft Excel 

 Word processing software, such as Microsoft Word 

 Social networking software, such as Skype 

 National Science Digital Library 

o The Physical Setting: Solar System  http://strandmaps.nsdl.org/?id=SMS-MAP-1282  

o Conservation of Matter: http://strandmaps.nsdl.org/?id=SMS-MAP-1332  

o Solar System  http://strandmaps.nsdl.org/?id=SMS-MAP-1282 

 www.sfsocialstudies.com  

 http://www.goodcharacter.com  

 www.animatedatlas.com/movie.html  

 http://www.proteacher.com  

 http://ewwnet.com (one Nystrom site)  

 http://juniorgeographer.com (accompanies hands-on Junior Geographer Atlas program)  

 www.internet4classrooms.com  

 www.kidinfo.com  

 http://geography.mrdonn.org/landforms.html  

 http://www.weatherwizkids.com/weather-climate.htm  

 www.kidport.com  

 www.nanticoke-lenape.org  

 http://www.nj.gov/hangout  

 http://www.state.nj.us/history  

 www.aboutnewjersey.com  

 http://bensguide.gpo.gov/files.Ben_Activity_webversion.pdf  

 http://americanhistory.pppst.com/symbols.html  

 www.state.nj.us/state/historykids/NJHistoryKids.htm  

 www.jerseykids.nethttp://americanhistory.pppst.com/symbols.html  

 http://government.mrdonn.org/3branches.html 

 www.enchantedlearning.com 

 

http://strandmaps.nsdl.org/?id=SMS-MAP-1282
http://government.mrdonn.org/3branches.html
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AASL 

Standard 1 

Big Idea 

Successful students use skills, resources, and tools to inquire, think critically, 

and gain knowledge. 

 

Essential Questions 

 Does the student have the necessary proficiencies to explore a topic or subject further? 

Enduring Understandings 

 Monitor own information-seeking processes for effectiveness and progress, and adapt as 

necessary. 

 Use interactions with and feedback from teachers and peers to guide own inquiry process. 

 Monitor gathered information, and assess for gaps or weaknesses. 

 Seek appropriate help when it is needed. 

Alignment to Standards 

CCSS 

NJCCCS 
 

Cross Curricular Opportunities 

Social Studies: Our Nation’s Geography, Native Americans, Colonies, Revolutionary 

War, Constitution, Holocaust Requirement 

Science: Life Processes, Global Interdependence, Astronomy, Energy, Motion and 

Matter 

Technology: Internet Safety and Responsibility, Privacy Information (passwords), 

Comparing Search Engines, Rating web sites, Cyber Bullying 

Key Concepts and Skills 

AASL 

CPI # 

 

Students will be able to: 

1.1.1 Follow an inquiry-based process in seeking knowledge in curricular subject, and 

make the real-world connection for using this process in own life. 

1.1.2 Use prior knowledge and background knowledge as a context for learning. 

1.1.3 Develop and refine a range of questions to frame the search for new understanding. 

1.1.4 Find, evaluate, and select appropriate sources to answer questions. 

1.1.5 Evaluate information found in selected sources on the basis of accuracy, validity, and 

appropriateness for needs, importance, and social and cultural context. 

1.1.6 Read, view, and listen for information presented in any format (for example, textual, 

visual, media, digital) in order to make inferences and gather meaning. 

1.1.7 Make sense of information gathered from diverse sources by identifying 

misconceptions, main and supporting idea, conflicting information, and point of view 

or bias. 

1.1.8 Demonstrate mastery of technology tools for accessing information and pursuing 

inquiry. 

1.1.9 Collaborate with others to broaden and deepen understanding. 

Assessments 
 Teacher observation 

 Authentic assessment including performance tasks 

 Class participation 

21
st
 Century Skills 
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X Creativity X Critical thinking X Communication X Collaboration 

 

X 

 

Life & Career Skills 

 

X 

 

Information Literacy 

 

X 

 

Media Literacy 

  

Interdisciplinary Connections and Possible Learning Activities 
1.1.1 Generate questions and practicing different ways to locate and evaluate sources that provide 

needed information. (Content Areas) 

1.1.1 Create KWL chart to explore topics in Social Studies and Science, such as Colonists or 

Astronomy.  

1.1.2 Use prior knowledge and text clues to make predictions about the plot, setting, and/or 

characters in a piece of literature. (ELA) 

1.1.3 Prepare questions for an interview to collect oral history of a person who has a unique 

historical perspective, such as an immigrant or a veteran. (Social Studies) 

1.1.4 Use a variety of sources to answer student-generated questions that are formulated in 

response to reading and study across the curriculum. (Content Areas) 

1.1.5 Use a variety of sources to compare and contrast the myth versus the truth of the lives of 

historical figures or the specifics of a historical event. (Social Studies) 

1.1.6 Create a timeline of events from a specific era covered in Social Studies.  

1.1.7 Use a specific set of criteria to evaluate and compare web sites related to Social Studies and 

Science topics. (Technology) 

1.1.8 Use online sources to collect data, organize it onto a chart, and create a graph. (Math) 

1.1.9 Work in groups to formulate and share strategies to deal with bullying by creating, 

presenting, and discussion a presentation. (Health) 

Technology Resources 
 Online Library Catalog 

 Spreadsheet software, such as Microsoft Excel 

 Word processing software, such as Microsoft Word 

 Social networking software, such as Skype 

 Images of Early Colonies 

http://www.google.com/images?hl=en&q=Early+colonies&um=1&ie=UTF-

8&source=univ&ei=oRUqTP7yC8G88gax9YzTCA&sa=X&oi=image_result_group 

&ct=title&resnum=4&ved=0CDwQsAQwAw 

 Geography quiz http://www.lizardpoint.com/fun/geoquiz/usaquiz.html 

 Tribal directory http://www.indians.org/Resource/FedTribes99/fedtribes99.html 

 North American tribal map 

http://www.mce.k12tn.net/indians/navigation/native_american_territories.htm 

 Map locations of Native American tribes http://www.native-languages.org/states.htm 

 Daily Life in the New England Colonies http://www.east-buc.k12.ia.us/00_01/ca/13c6.htm 

 Digital History http://www.digitalhistory.uh.edu 

 The Constitution for Kids http://www.usconstitution.net/constkids4.html 

 http://www.njcccs.org/ResourcebyContentAreaLink.aspx  

 http://www.njcccs.org/TechnologyToolbox.aspx  

 http://www.science.pppst.com  

 http://www.daily puppy.com  

 
 

http://www.lizardpoint.com/fun/geoquiz/usaquiz.html
http://www.native-languages.org/states.htm
http://www.digitalhistory.uh.edu/
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AASL 

Standard 2 

Big Idea 

Successful students know how to draw conclusions, make informed decisions, 

apply knowledge to new situations, and create new knowledge. 

 

Essential Questions 

 Is the student disposed to higher-level thinking and actively engaged in critical thinking to gain 

and share knowledge? 

Enduring Understandings 

 Determine how to act on information (accept, reject, modify). 

 Reflect on systematic process, and assess for completeness of investigation. 

 Recognize new knowledge and understanding. 

 Develop directions for further investigations. 

Alignment to Standards 

CCSS 

NJCCCS 

 

Cross Curricular Opportunities 

Social Studies: Our Nation’s Geography, Native Americans, Colonies, Revolutionary 

War, Constitution, Holocaust Requirement 

Science: Life Processes, Global Interdependence, Astronomy, Energy, Motion and 

Matter 

Key Concepts and Skills 

AASL 

CPI # 

 

Students will be able to: 

2.1.1 Continue an inquiry-based research process by applying critical thinking skills 

(analysis, synthesis, evaluation, organization) to information and knowledge in order 

to construct new understandings, draw conclusions, and create new knowledge.  

2.1.2 Organize knowledge so that it is useful. 

2.1.3 Use strategies to draw conclusions from information and apply knowledge to 

curricular areas, real-world situations, and further investigations.  

2.1.4 Use technology and other information tools to analyze and organize information. 

2.1.5 Collaborate with others to exchange ideas, develop new understandings, make 

decisions, and solve problems. 

2.1.6 Use the writing process, media and visual literacy, and technology skills to create 

projects that express new understandings. 

Assessments 
 Teacher observation 

 Authentic assessment including performance tasks 

 Class participation 

21
st
 Century Skills 

X Creativity X Critical thinking X Communication X Collaboration 

 

X 

 

Life & Career Skills 

 

X 

 

Information Literacy 

 

X 

 

Media Literacy 

  

Interdisciplinary Connections and Possible Learning Activities 
2.1.1 Create a digital presentation illustrating a topic in Science, such as life processes, to    

         demonstrate the research process.  
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2.1.2 Create a digital timeline of a historical figure’s life. (Social Studies and Technology) 

2.1.3 Create an iMovie demonstrating the steps involved in the scientific process. (Technology) 

2.1.4 Create a brochure detailing a topic in Social Studies, such as Colonial Life. (ELA) 

2.1.5 Create a brochure detailing a topic in Health, such as diseases. (ELA and Health) 

2.1.6 Create a digital presentation detailing an autobiography. (ELA and Technology) 

Technology Resources 
 Online Library Catalog 

 Spreadsheet software, such as Microsoft Excel 

 Word processing software, such as Microsoft Word 

 Social networking software, such as Skype 

 Images of Early Colonies 

http://www.google.com/images?hl=en&q=Early+colonies&um=1&ie=UTF-

8&source=univ&ei=oRUqTP7yC8G88gax9YzTCA&sa=X&oi=image_result_group 

&ct=title&resnum=4&ved=0CDwQsAQwAw 

 Geography quiz http://www.lizardpoint.com/fun/geoquiz/usaquiz.html 

 Tribal directory http://www.indians.org/Resource/FedTribes99/fedtribes99.html 

 North American tribal map 

http://www.mce.k12tn.net/indians/navigation/native_american_territories.htm 

 Map locations of Native American tribes http://www.native-languages.org/states.htm 

 Daily Life in the New England Colonies http://www.east-buc.k12.ia.us/00_01/ca/13c6.htm 

 Digital History http://www.digitalhistory.uh.edu 

 The Constitution for Kids http://www.usconstitution.net/constkids4.html 

 http://www.njcccs.org/ResourcebyContentAreaLink.aspx  

 http://www.njcccs.org/TechnologyToolbox.aspx  

 http://www.science.pppst.com  

 http://www.daily puppy.com 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.lizardpoint.com/fun/geoquiz/usaquiz.html
http://www.native-languages.org/states.htm
http://www.digitalhistory.uh.edu/
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AASL 

Standard 3 

Big Idea 

Successful students use skills, resources, and tools to share knowledge and 

participate ethically and productively as members of our democratic society. 

 

Essential Questions 

 Is the student aware that the foundational traits for 21
st
-century learning require self-

accountability that extends beyond skills and dispositions? 

Enduring Understandings 

 Assess the processes by which learning was achieved in order to revise strategies and learn more 

effectively in the future. 

 Assess the quality and effectiveness of the learning product. 

 Assess one’s own ability to work with others in a group setting by evaluating varied roles, 

leadership, and demonstrations of respect for other viewpoints. 

Alignment to Standards 

CCSS 

NJCCCS 

 

Cross Curricular Opportunities 

Social Studies: Our Nation’s Geography, Native Americans, Colonies, Revolutionary 

War, Constitution, Holocaust Requirement 

Science: Life Processes, Global Interdependence, Astronomy, Energy, Motion and 

Matter 

Key Concepts and Skills 

AASL 

CPI # 

 

Students will be able to: 

3.1.1 Conclude an inquiry-based research process by sharing new understandings and 

reflecting on the learning. 

3.1.2 Participate and collaborate as members of a social and intellectual network of 

learners. 

3.1.3 Use writing and speaking skills to communicate new understandings effectively. 

3.1.4 Using technology and other information tools to organize and display knowledge and 

understanding in ways that others can view, use, and assess.  

3.1.5 Connect learning to community issues. 

3.1.6 Use information and technology ethically and responsibly. 

Assessments 
 Teacher observation 

 Authentic assessment including performance tasks 

 Class participation 

21
st
 Century Skills 

X Creativity X Critical thinking X Communication X Collaboration 

 

X 

 

Life & Career Skills 

 

X 

 

Information Literacy 

 

X 

 

Media Literacy 

  

Interdisciplinary Connections and Learning Activities 
3.1.1 Report the results of a survey of the class’s favorite books and authors, or other  

          topics, to the class. (ELA and Math) 

3.1.2 Create a song with peers that helps teach the Dewey Decimal System. (Music) 

3.1.3 Give an oral presentation on a book that has been read. (ELA) 
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3.1.4 Select a variety of materials on cross-curricular subjects based on class assignments. 

3.1.5 Search for primary sources materials on historical events, such as the Revolutionary War. 

         (Social Studies) 

3.1.6 Create a bibliography for a report. (Science and Social Studies) 

Technology Resources 
 Online Library Catalog 

 Spreadsheet software, such as Microsoft Excel 

 Word processing software, such as Microsoft Word 

 Social networking software, such as Skype 

 Images of Early Colonies 

http://www.google.com/images?hl=en&q=Early+colonies&um=1&ie=UTF-

8&source=univ&ei=oRUqTP7yC8G88gax9YzTCA&sa=X&oi=image_result_group 

&ct=title&resnum=4&ved=0CDwQsAQwAw 

 Geography quiz http://www.lizardpoint.com/fun/geoquiz/usaquiz.html 

 Tribal directory http://www.indians.org/Resource/FedTribes99/fedtribes99.html 

 North American tribal map 

http://www.mce.k12tn.net/indians/navigation/native_american_territories.htm 

 Map locations of Native American tribes http://www.native-languages.org/states.htm 

 Daily Life in the New England Colonies http://www.east-buc.k12.ia.us/00_01/ca/13c6.htm 

 Digital History http://www.digitalhistory.uh.edu 

 The Constitution for Kids http://www.usconstitution.net/constkids4.html 

 http://www.njcccs.org/ResourcebyContentAreaLink.aspx  

 http://www.njcccs.org/TechnologyToolbox.aspx  

 http://www.science.pppst.com  

 http://www.daily puppy.com 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.lizardpoint.com/fun/geoquiz/usaquiz.html
http://www.native-languages.org/states.htm
http://www.digitalhistory.uh.edu/
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AASL 

Standard 4 

Big Idea 

Successful students use skills, resources, and tools to pursue personal growth 

and aesthetic growth. 

 

Essential Questions 

 Can the student recognize personal strengths and weaknesses over time and become a stronger, 

more independent learner? 

Enduring Understandings 

 Identify areas of personal interest. 

 Recognize the limits of their own personal knowledge. 

 Recognize how to focus on efforts in personal learning. 

 Interpret new information based on cultural and social context. 

 Develop personal criteria for gauging how effectively own ideas are expressed. 

 Evaluate own ability to select resources that are engaging and appropriate for personal interests 

and needs. 

Alignment to Standards 

CCSS 

NJCCCS 

 

Cross Curricular Opportunities 

Social Studies: Our Nation’s Geography, Native Americans, Colonies, Revolutionary 

War, Constitution, Holocaust Requirement 

Science: Life Processes, Global Interdependence, Astronomy, Energy, Motion and 

Matter 

Key Concepts and Skills 

AASL 

CPI # 

 

Students will be able to: 

4.1.1 Read, view, and listen for pleasure and personal growth. 

4.1.2 Read widely and fluently to make connections with self, the world, and previous 

reading. 

4.1.3 Respond to literature and create expressions of ideas in various formats and genres. 

4.1.4 Seek information for personal learning in a variety of formats and genres. 

4.1.5 Connect ideas to own interests and previous knowledge and experience. 

4.1.6 Organize personal knowledge in a way that can be called upon easily. 

4.1.7 Use social networks and information tools to gather and share information. 

4.1.8 Use creative and artistic formats to express personal learning. 

Assessments 
 Teacher observation 

 Authentic assessment including performance tasks 

 Class participation 

21
st
 Century Skills 

X Creativity X Critical thinking X Communication X Collaboration 

 

X 

 

Life & Career Skills 

 

X 

 

Information Literacy 

 

X 

 

Media Literacy 

  

Interdisciplinary Connections and Learning Activities 
4.1.1 Select a variety of materials on cross-curricular subjects based on their interests. 
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4.1.2 Read legends from various countries of the world and compare similarities and  

         differences. (Social Studies) 

4.1.3 Create a picture in the style of a Caldecott winning illustrator. (Art) 

4.1.4 Select information in various formats based on a theme, topic, and connection to classroom  

          learning or personal interest. (All Content Areas) 

4.1.5 Compare the ideas in various types of resources to experiences in real life, such as the  

         Holocaust. (Social Studies) 

4.1.6 Use simple graphic organizers and technology tools to capture the main ideas and their  

          relationships to each other. (ELA and Technology) 

4.1.7 Use social networking tools to create and share information. (ELA and Technology) 

4.1.8 Use multimedia tools for independent and collaborative publishing activities. (All Content  

         Areas) 

Technology Resources 
 Online Library Catalog 

 Spreadsheet software, such as Microsoft Excel 

 Word processing software, such as Microsoft Word 

 Social networking software, such as Skype 

 Images of Early Colonies 

http://www.google.com/images?hl=en&q=Early+colonies&um=1&ie=UTF-

8&source=univ&ei=oRUqTP7yC8G88gax9YzTCA&sa=X&oi=image_result_group 

&ct=title&resnum=4&ved=0CDwQsAQwAw 

 Geography quiz http://www.lizardpoint.com/fun/geoquiz/usaquiz.html 

 Tribal directory http://www.indians.org/Resource/FedTribes99/fedtribes99.html 

 North American tribal map 

http://www.mce.k12tn.net/indians/navigation/native_american_territories.htm 

 Map locations of Native American tribes http://www.native-languages.org/states.htm 

 Daily Life in the New England Colonies http://www.east-buc.k12.ia.us/00_01/ca/13c6.htm 

 Digital History http://www.digitalhistory.uh.edu 

 The Constitution for Kids http://www.usconstitution.net/constkids4.html 

 http://www.njcccs.org/ResourcebyContentAreaLink.aspx  

 http://www.njcccs.org/TechnologyToolbox.aspx  

 http://www.science.pppst.com  

 http://www.daily puppy.com 

 

http://www.lizardpoint.com/fun/geoquiz/usaquiz.html
http://www.native-languages.org/states.htm
http://www.digitalhistory.uh.edu/
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AASL 

Standard 1 

Big Idea 

Successful students use skills, resources, and tools to inquire, think critically, 

and gain knowledge. 

 

Essential Questions 

 Does the student have the necessary proficiencies to explore a topic or subject further? 

Enduring Understandings 

 Monitor own information-seeking processes for effectiveness and progress, and adapt as 

necessary. 

 Use interactions with and feedback from teachers and peers to guide own inquiry process. 

 Monitor gathered information, and assess for gaps or weaknesses. 

 Seek appropriate assistance when it is needed. 

Alignment to Standards 

CCSS 

NJCCCS 
 

Cross Curricular Opportunities 

Social Studies: Expansion and Reform, Civil War and Reconstruction, Development 

of Industry, Holocaust/Tolerance 

Science: Water, Weather, Climate, Energy, Motion and Matter, Cells, Heredity, and 

Classification 

Technology: Internet Safety and Responsibility, Privacy Information (passwords), 

Comparing Search Engines, Rating web sites, Cyber Bullying 

Key Concepts and Skills 

AASL 

CPI # 

 

Students will be able to: 

1.1.1 Follow an inquiry-based process in seeking knowledge in curricular subject, and 

make the  real-world connection for using this process in own life. 

1.1.2 Use prior knowledge and background knowledge as a context for learning. 

1.1.3 Develop and refine a range of questions to frame the search for new understanding. 

1.1.4 Find, evaluate, and select appropriate sources to answer questions. 

1.1.5 Evaluate information found in selected sources on the basis of accuracy, validity, and 

appropriateness for needs, importance, and social and cultural context. 

1.1.6 Read, view, and listen for information presented in any format (for example, textual, 

visual, media, digital) in order to make inferences and gather meaning. 

1.1.7 Make sense of information gathered from diverse sources by identifying 

misconceptions, main and supporting idea, conflicting information, and point of view 

or bias. 

1.1.8 Demonstrate mastery of technology tools for accessing information and pursuing 

inquiry. 

1.1.9 Collaborate with others to broaden and deepen understanding. 

Assessments 
 Teacher observation 

 Authentic assessment including performance tasks 

 Class participation 

21
st
 Century Skills 
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X Creativity X Critical thinking X Communication X Collaboration 

 

X 

 

Life & Career Skills 

 

X 

 

Information Literacy 

 

X 

 

Media Literacy 

  

Interdisciplinary Connections and Learning Activities 
1.1.1 Generate questions and practicing different ways to locate and evaluate sources that provide 

needed information. (Content Areas) 

1.1.1 Create KWL chart to explore topics in Social Studies and Science, such as Civil War 

Reconstruction or Climate.  

1.1.2 Use prior knowledge and text clues to make predictions about the plot, setting, and/or 

characters in a piece of literature. (ELA) 

1.1.3 Prepare questions for an interview to collect oral history of a person who has a unique 

historical perspective, such as an immigrant or a veteran. (Social Studies) 

1.1.4 Use a variety of sources to answer student-generated questions that are formulated in 

response to reading and study across the curriculum. (Content Areas) 

1.1.5 Use a variety of sources to compare and contrast the myth versus the truth of the lives of 

historical figures or the specifics of a historical event. (Social Studies) 

1.1.6 Create a timeline of events from a specific era covered in Social Studies.  

1.1.7 Use a specific set of criteria to evaluate and compare web sites related to Social Studies and 

Science topics. (Technology) 

1.1.8 Use online sources to collect data, organize it onto a chart, and create a graph. (Math) 

1.1.9 Work in groups to formulate and share strategies to deal with bullying by creating, 

presenting, and discussion a presentation. (Health) 

Technology Resources 
 Online Library Catalog 

 Spreadsheet software, such as Microsoft Excel 

 Word processing software, such as Microsoft Word 

 Social networking software, such as Skype 

 http://www.njcccs.org/ResourcebyContentAreaLink.aspx 

 http://www.njcccs.org/TechnologyToolbox.aspx 

 http://www.cherokee.org/Culture/Culture.asp 

 Growth of A Nation http://www.animatedatlas.com/movie.html 

 Kids News Room 

 History Mystery 

 Archiving Early America http://earlyamerica.com/series.html 

 Scholastic News http://teacher.scholastic.com/scholasticnews/ 

 Gameaquarium http://www.gameaquarium.com 

 Digital History http://www.digitalhistory/uh.edu 

 National Geographic’s GeoSpy 

 http://www.cherokee.org/Culture/Culture.asp 

 National Geographic’s “Xpeditions” 

http://www.nationalgeographic.com/xpeditions/hall/index.html 

 Time Capsule http://www.dmarie.com/timecap 

 http://www.soton.ac.uk/%7Escp93ch/morse/ 
 
 

http://www.njcccs.org/ResourcebyContentAreaLink.aspx
http://www.njcccs.org/TechnologyToolbox.aspx
http://www.cherokee.org/Culture/Culture.asp
http://www.animatedatlas.com/movie.html
http://earlyamerica.com/series.html
http://teacher.scholastic.com/scholasticnews/
http://www.gameaquarium.com/
http://www.digitalhistory/uh.edu
http://www.nationalgeographic.com/xpeditions/hall/index.html
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AASL 

Standard 2 

Big Idea 

Successful students know how to draw conclusions, make informed decisions, 

apply knowledge to new situations, and create new knowledge. 

 

Essential Questions 

 Is the student disposed to higher-level thinking and actively engaged in critical thinking to gain 

and share knowledge? 

Enduring Understandings 

 Determine how to act on information (accept, reject, modify). 

 Reflect on systematic process, and assess for completeness of investigation. 

 Recognize new knowledge and understanding. 

 Develop directions for further investigations. 

Alignment to Standards 

CCSS 

NJCCCS 

 

Cross Curricular Opportunities 

Social Studies: Expansion and Reform, Civil War and Reconstruction, Development 

of Industry, Holocaust/Tolerance 

Science: Water, Weather, Climate, Energy, Motion and Matter, Cells, Heredity, and 

Classification 

Key Concepts and Skills 

AASL 

CPI # 

 

Students will be able to: 

2.1.1 Continue an inquiry-based research process by applying critical thinking skills 

(analysis, synthesis, evaluation, organization) to information and knowledge in order 

to construct new understandings, draw conclusions, and create new knowledge.  

2.1.2 Organize knowledge so that it is useful. 

2.1.3 Use strategies to draw conclusions from information and apply knowledge to 

curricular areas, real-world situations, and further investigations.  

2.1.4 Use technology and other information tools to analyze and organize information. 

2.1.5 Collaborate with others to exchange ideas, develop new understandings, make 

decisions, and solve problems. 

2.1.6 Use the writing process, media and visual literacy, and technology skills to create 

projects that express new understandings. 

Assessments 
 Teacher observation 

 Authentic assessment including performance tasks 

 Class participation 

21
st
 Century Skills 

X Creativity X Critical thinking X Communication X Collaboration 

 

X 

 

Life & Career Skills 

 

X 

 

Information Literacy 

 

X 

 

Media Literacy 

  

Interdisciplinary Connections and Possible Learning Activities 
2.1.1 Create a digital presentation illustrating a topic in Science, such as life processes, to    

         demonstrate the research process.  
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2.1.2 Create a digital timeline of a historical figure’s life. (Social Studies and Technology) 

2.1.3 Create an iMovie demonstrating the steps involved in the scientific process. (Technology) 

2.1.4 Create a brochure detailing a topic in Social Studies, such as the Development of 

         Industry.(ELA) 

2.1.5 Create a brochure detailing a topic in Health, such as illegal drugs. (ELA and Health) 

2.1.6 Create a digital presentation detailing an autobiography. (ELA and Technology) 

Technology Resources 
 Online Library Catalog 

 Spreadsheet software, such as Microsoft Excel 

 Word processing software, such as Microsoft Word 

 Social networking software, such as Skype 

 http://www.njcccs.org/ResourcebyContentAreaLink.aspx 

 http://www.njcccs.org/TechnologyToolbox.aspx 

 http://www.cherokee.org/Culture/Culture.asp 

 Growth of A Nation http://www.animatedatlas.com/movie.html 

 Kids News Room 

 History Mystery 

 Archiving Early America http://earlyamerica.com/series.html 

 Scholastic News http://teacher.scholastic.com/scholasticnews/ 

 Gameaquarium http://www.gameaquarium.com 

 Digital History http://www.digitalhistory/uh.edu 

 National Geographic’s GeoSpy 

 http://www.cherokee.org/Culture/Culture.asp 

 National Geographic’s “Xpeditions” 

http://www.nationalgeographic.com/xpeditions/hall/index.html 

 Time Capsule http://www.dmarie.com/timecap 

 http://www.soton.ac.uk/%7Escp93ch/morse/ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.njcccs.org/ResourcebyContentAreaLink.aspx
http://www.njcccs.org/TechnologyToolbox.aspx
http://www.cherokee.org/Culture/Culture.asp
http://www.animatedatlas.com/movie.html
http://earlyamerica.com/series.html
http://teacher.scholastic.com/scholasticnews/
http://www.gameaquarium.com/
http://www.digitalhistory/uh.edu
http://www.nationalgeographic.com/xpeditions/hall/index.html
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AASL 

Standard 3 

Big Idea 

Successful students use skills, resources, and tools to share knowledge and 

participate ethically and productively as members of our democratic society. 

 

Essential Questions 

 Is the student aware that the foundational traits for 21
st
-century learning require self-

accountability that extends beyond skills and dispositions? 

Enduring Understandings 

 Assess the processes by which learning was achieved in order to revise strategies and learn more 

effectively in the future. 

 Assess the quality and effectiveness of the learning product. 

 Assess one’s own ability to work with others in a group setting by evaluating varied roles, 

leadership, and demonstrations of respect for other viewpoints. 

Alignment to Standards 

CCSS 

NJCCCS 

 

Cross Curricular Opportunities 

Social Studies: Expansion and Reform, Civil War and Reconstruction, Development 

of Industry, Holocaust/Tolerance 

Science: Water, Weather, Climate, Energy, Motion and Matter, Cells, Heredity, and 

Classification 

Key Concepts and Skills 

AASL 

CPI # 

 

Students will be able to: 

3.1.1 Conclude an inquiry-based research process by sharing new understandings and 

reflecting on the learning. 

3.1.2 Participate and collaborate as members of a social and intellectual network of 

learners. 

3.1.3 Use writing and speaking skills to communicate new understandings effectively. 

3.1.4 Using technology and other information tools to organize and display knowledge and 

understanding in ways that others can view, use, and assess.  

3.1.5 Connect learning to community issues. 

3.1.6 Use information and technology ethically and responsibly. 

Assessments 
 Teacher observation 

 Authentic assessment including performance tasks 

 Class participation 

21
st
 Century Skills 

X Creativity X Critical thinking X Communication X Collaboration 

 

X 

 

Life & Career Skills 

 

X 

 

Information Literacy 

 

X 

 

Media Literacy 

  

Interdisciplinary Connections and Learning Activities 
3.1.1  Report the results of a survey of the class’s favorite books and authors, or other topics, to the 

          class.  (ELA and Math) 

3.1.2  Participate in discussion on fiction and nonfiction related to curriculum. (All Content Areas) 

3.1.3  Use clear and appropriate vocabulary to convey intended message. (ELA) 
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3.1.4  Use various technology tools to retrieve and organize information. (Technology) 

3.1.5  Examine the concept of freedom of speech and explain why it is important. (Social Studies) 

3.1.6  Discuss the topic of respecting privacy (email, files, passwords, book checkout, etc.).  

Technology Resources 
 Online Library Catalog 

 Spreadsheet software, such as Microsoft Excel 

 Word processing software, such as Microsoft Word 

 Social networking software, such as Skype 

 http://www.njcccs.org/ResourcebyContentAreaLink.aspx 

 http://www.njcccs.org/TechnologyToolbox.aspx 

 http://www.cherokee.org/Culture/Culture.asp 

 Growth of A Nation http://www.animatedatlas.com/movie.html 

 Kids News Room 

 History Mystery 

 Archiving Early America http://earlyamerica.com/series.html 

 Scholastic News http://teacher.scholastic.com/scholasticnews/ 

 Gameaquarium http://www.gameaquarium.com 

 Digital History http://www.digitalhistory/uh.edu 

 National Geographic’s GeoSpy 

 http://www.cherokee.org/Culture/Culture.asp 

 National Geographic’s “Xpeditions” 

http://www.nationalgeographic.com/xpeditions/hall/index.html 

 Time Capsule http://www.dmarie.com/timecap 

 http://www.soton.ac.uk/%7Escp93ch/morse/ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.njcccs.org/ResourcebyContentAreaLink.aspx
http://www.njcccs.org/TechnologyToolbox.aspx
http://www.cherokee.org/Culture/Culture.asp
http://www.animatedatlas.com/movie.html
http://earlyamerica.com/series.html
http://teacher.scholastic.com/scholasticnews/
http://www.gameaquarium.com/
http://www.digitalhistory/uh.edu
http://www.nationalgeographic.com/xpeditions/hall/index.html
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AASL 

Standard 4 

Big Idea 

Successful students use skills, resources, and tools to pursue personal growth 

and aesthetic growth. 

 

Essential Questions 

 Can the student recognize personal strengths and weaknesses over time and become a stronger, 

more independent learner? 

Enduring Understandings 

 Identify areas of personal interest. 

 Recognize the limits of their own personal knowledge. 

 Recognize how to focus on efforts in personal learning. 

 Interpret new information based on cultural and social context. 

 Develop personal criteria for gauging how effectively own ideas are expressed. 

 Evaluate own ability to select resources that are engaging and appropriate for personal interests 

and needs. 

Alignment to Standards 

CCSS 

NJCCCS 

 

Cross Curricular Opportunities 

Social Studies: Expansion and Reform, Civil War and Reconstruction, Development 

of Industry, Holocaust/Tolerance 

Science: Water, Weather, Climate, Energy, Motion and Matter, Cells, Heredity, and 

Classification 

Key Concepts and Skills 

AASL 

CPI # 

 

Students will be able to: 

4.1.1 Read, view, and listen for pleasure and personal growth. 

4.1.2 Read widely and fluently to make connections with self, the world, and previous 

reading. 

4.1.3 Respond to literature and create expressions of ideas in various formats and genres. 

4.1.4 Seek information for personal learning in a variety of formats and genres. 

4.1.5 Connect ideas to own interests and previous knowledge and experience. 

4.1.6 Organize personal knowledge in a way that can be called upon easily. 

4.1.7 Use social networks and information tools to gather and share information. 

4.1.8 Use creative and artistic formats to express personal learning. 

Assessments 
 Teacher observation 

 Authentic assessment including performance tasks 

 Class participation 

21
st
 Century Skills 

X Creativity X Critical thinking X Communication X Collaboration 

 

X 

 

Life & Career Skills 

 

X 

 

Information Literacy 

 

X 

 

Media Literacy 

  

Interdisciplinary Connections and Possible Learning Activities 
4.1.1 Set reading goals. (ELA) 
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4.1.2 Recognize features of various genres and use different reading strategies for understanding.  

         (ELA) 

4.1.3 Use personal experiences to stimulate responses to literature and art. (Art) 

4.1.4 Independently select appropriate print, nonprint, and electronic materials on an individual  

         level. (All Content Areas) 

4.1.5 Compare the ideas in various types of resources to experiences in real life related to  

         historical events. (Social Studies) 

4.1.6 Use two-column approach to note taking to capture personal connections to information.  

         (ELA)    

4.1.7 Use social networking tools to create and share information. (All Content Areas) 

4.1.8 Present creative products in a variety of formats. (All Content Areas) 

Technology Resources 
 Online Library Catalog 

 Spreadsheet software, such as Microsoft Excel 

 Word processing software, such as Microsoft Word 

 Social networking software, such as Skype 

 http://www.njcccs.org/ResourcebyContentAreaLink.aspx 

 http://www.njcccs.org/TechnologyToolbox.aspx 

 http://www.cherokee.org/Culture/Culture.asp 

 Growth of A Nation http://www.animatedatlas.com/movie.html 

 Kids News Room 

 History Mystery 

 Archiving Early America http://earlyamerica.com/series.html 

 Scholastic News http://teacher.scholastic.com/scholasticnews/ 

 Gameaquarium http://www.gameaquarium.com 

 Digital History http://www.digitalhistory/uh.edu 

 National Geographic’s GeoSpy 

 http://www.cherokee.org/Culture/Culture.asp 

 National Geographic’s “Xpeditions” 

http://www.nationalgeographic.com/xpeditions/hall/index.html 

 Time Capsule http://www.dmarie.com/timecap 

 http://www.soton.ac.uk/%7Escp93ch/morse/ 

 

http://www.njcccs.org/ResourcebyContentAreaLink.aspx
http://www.njcccs.org/TechnologyToolbox.aspx
http://www.cherokee.org/Culture/Culture.asp
http://www.animatedatlas.com/movie.html
http://earlyamerica.com/series.html
http://teacher.scholastic.com/scholasticnews/
http://www.gameaquarium.com/
http://www.digitalhistory/uh.edu
http://www.nationalgeographic.com/xpeditions/hall/index.html
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AASL 

Standard 1 

Big Idea 

Successful students use skills, resources, and tools to inquire, think critically, 

and gain knowledge. 

 

Essential Questions 

 Does the student have the necessary proficiencies to explore a topic or subject further? 

Enduring Understandings 

 Monitor own information-seeking processes for effectiveness and progress, and adapt as 

necessary. 

 Use interactions with and feedback from teachers and peers to guide own inquiry process. 

 Monitor gathered information, and assess for gaps or weaknesses. 

 Seek appropriate assistance when it is needed. 

Alignment to Standards 

CCSS 

NJCCCS 
 

Cross Curricular Opportunities 

Social Studies: States and Capitals, Purpose and Types of Government, Branches of 

Government, Presidential Elections, Bill of Rights, Constitution of NJ 

Science: Organizations and Development, Matter and Energy, Evolution and 

Diversity, Properties of Changes and Matter 

Technology: Internet Safety and Responsibility, Privacy Information (passwords), 

Comparing Search Engines, Rating web sites, Cyber Bullying 

Key Concepts and Skills 

AASL 

CPI # 

 

Students will be able to: 

1.1.1 Follow an inquiry-based process in seeking knowledge in curricular subject, and 

make the real-world connection for using this process in own life. 

1.1.2 Use prior knowledge and background knowledge as a context for learning. 

1.1.3 Develop and refine a range of questions to frame the search for new understanding. 

1.1.4 Find, evaluate, and select appropriate sources to answer questions. 

1.1.5 Evaluate information found in selected sources on the basis of accuracy, validity, and 

appropriateness for needs, importance, and social and cultural context. 

1.1.6 Read, view, and listen for information presented in any format (for example, textual, 

visual, media, digital) in order to make inferences and gather meaning. 

1.1.7 Make sense of information gathered from diverse sources by identifying 

misconceptions, main and supporting idea, conflicting information, and point of view 

or bias. 

1.1.8 Demonstrate mastery of technology tools for accessing information and pursuing 

inquiry. 

1.1.9 Collaborate with others to broaden and deepen understanding. 

Assessments 
 Teacher observation 

 Authentic assessment including performance tasks 

 Class participation 

21
st
 Century Skills 
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X Creativity X Critical thinking X Communication X Collaboration 

 

X 

 

Life & Career Skills 

 

X 

 

Information Literacy 

 

X 

 

Media Literacy 

  

Interdisciplinary Connections and Possible Learning Activities 
1.1.1 Generate questions and practice different ways to locate and evaluate sources that provide 

needed information. (Content Areas) 

1.1.1 Create KWL chart to explore topics in Social Studies and Science, such as Presidential 

Elections or Energy.  

1.1.2 Use prior knowledge and text clues to make predictions about the plot, setting, and/or 

characters in a piece of literature. (ELA) 

1.1.3 Prepare questions for an interview to collect oral history of a person who has a unique 

historical perspective, such as an immigrant or a veteran. (Social Studies) 

1.1.4 Use a variety of sources to answer student-generated questions that are formulated in 

response to reading and study across the curriculum. (Content Areas) 

1.1.5 Use a variety of sources to compare and contrast the myth verses the truth of lives of a 

historical figure or the specifics of a historical event. (Social Studies) 

1.1.6 Create a timeline of events from a specific period of time covered in Social Studies.  

1.1.7 Use a specific set of criteria to evaluate and compare web sites related to Social Studies and 

Science topics. (Technology) 

1.1.8 Use online sources to collect data, organize it onto a chart, and create a graph. (Math) 

1.1.9 Work in groups to formulate and share strategies to deal with bullying by creating, 

presenting, and discussion a presentation. (Health) 

Technology Resources 
 Online Library Catalog 

 Spreadsheet software, such as Microsoft Excel 

 Word processing software, such as Microsoft Word 

 Social networking software, such as Skype 

 http://www.njcccs.org/ResourcebyContentAreaLink.aspx  

 http://www.njcccs.org/TechnologyToolbox.aspx  

 Growth of A Nation http://www.animatedatlas.com/movie.html 

 Archiving Early America http://earlyamerica.com/series.html 

 National Geographic’s “Xpeditions” 

 http://www.nationalgeographic.com/xpeditions/hall/index.html 

 Time Capsule http://www.dmarie.com/timecap 

 Scholastic News http://teacher.scholastic.com/scholasticnews/ 

 Gameaquarium http://www.gameaquarium.com 

 Digital History http://www.digitalhistory/uh.edu 

 National Geographic’s GeoSpy 
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AASL 

Standard 2 

Big Idea 

Successful students know how to draw conclusions, make informed decisions, 

apply knowledge to new situations, and create new knowledge. 

 

Essential Questions 

 Is the student disposed to higher-level thinking and actively engaged in critical thinking to gain 

and share knowledge? 

Enduring Understandings 

 Determine how to act on information (accept, reject, modify). 

 Reflect on systematic process, and assess for completeness of investigation. 

 Recognize new knowledge and understanding. 

 Develop directions for further investigations. 

Alignment to Standards 

CCSS 

NJCCCS 

 

Cross Curricular Opportunities 

Social Studies: States and Capitals, Purpose and Types of Government, Branches of 

Government, Presidential Elections, Bill of Rights, Constitution of NJ 

Science: Organizations and Development, Matter and Energy, Evolution and 

Diversity, Properties of Changes and Matter 

Key Concepts and Skills 

AASL 

CPI # 

 

Students will be able to: 

2.1.1 Continue an inquiry-based research process by applying critical thinking skills 

(analysis, synthesis, evaluation, organization) to information and knowledge in order 

to construct new understandings, draw conclusions, and create new knowledge.  

2.1.2 Organize knowledge so that it is useful. 

2.1.3 Use strategies to draw conclusions from information and apply knowledge to 

curricular areas, real-world situations, and further investigations.  

2.1.4 Use technology and other information tools to analyze and organize information. 

2.1.5 Collaborate with others to exchange ideas, develop new understandings, make 

decisions, and solve problems. 

2.1.6 Use the writing process, media and visual literacy, and technology skills to create 

projects that express new understandings. 

Assessments 
 Teacher observation 

 Authentic assessment including performance tasks 

 Class participation 

21
st
 Century Skills 

X Creativity X Critical thinking X Communication X Collaboration 

 

X 

 

Life & Career Skills 

 

X 

 

Information Literacy 

 

X 

 

Media Literacy 

  

Interdisciplinary Connections and Possible Learning Activities 
2.1.1 Create a digital presentation illustrating a topic in Science, such as properties of change to    

         demonstrate the research process.  

2.1.2 Create a digital timeline of a historical figure’s life. (Social Studies and Technology) 
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2.1.3 Create an iMovie demonstrating the steps involved in the scientific process. (Technology) 

2.1.4 Create a brochure detailing a topic in Social Studies such as Bill of Rights. (ELA) 

2.1.5 Create a brochure detailing a topic in Health, such as hygiene. (ELA and Health) 

2.1.6 Create a digital presentation detailing an autobiography. (ELA and Technology) 

Technology Resources 
 Online Library Catalog 

 Spreadsheet software, such as Microsoft Excel 

 Word processing software, such as Microsoft Word 

 Social networking software, such as Skype 

 http://www.njcccs.org/ResourcebyContentAreaLink.aspx  

 http://www.njcccs.org/TechnologyToolbox.aspx  

 Growth of A Nation http://www.animatedatlas.com/movie.html 

 Archiving Early America http://earlyamerica.com/series.html 

 National Geographic’s “Xpeditions” 

 http://www.nationalgeographic.com/xpeditions/hall/index.html 

 Time Capsule http://www.dmarie.com/timecap 

 Scholastic News http://teacher.scholastic.com/scholasticnews/ 

 Gameaquarium http://www.gameaquarium.com 

 Digital History http://www.digitalhistory/uh.edu 

 National Geographic’s GeoSpy 
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AASL 

Standard 3 

Big Idea 

Successful students use skills, resources, and tools to share knowledge and 

participate ethically and productively as members of our democratic society. 

 

Essential Questions 

 Is the student aware that the foundational traits for 21
st
-century learning require self-

accountability that extends beyond skills and dispositions? 

Enduring Understandings 

 Assess the processes by which learning was achieved in order to revise strategies and learn more 

effectively in the future. 

 Assess the quality and effectiveness of the learning product. 

 Assess one’s own ability to work with others in a group setting by evaluating varied roles, 

leadership, and demonstrations of respect for other viewpoints. 

Alignment to Standards 

CCSS 

NJCCCS 

 

Cross Curricular Opportunities 

Social Studies: States and Capitals, Purpose and Types of Government, Branches of 

Government, Presidential Elections, Bill of Rights, Constitution of NJ 

Science: Organizations and Development, Matter and Energy, Evolution and 

Diversity, Properties of Changes and Matter 

Key Concepts and Skills 

AASL 

CPI # 

 

Students will be able to: 

3.1.1 Conclude an inquiry-based research process by sharing new understandings and 

reflecting on the learning. 

3.1.2 Participate and collaborate as members of a social and intellectual network of 

learners. 

3.1.3 Use writing and speaking skills to communicate new understandings effectively. 

3.1.4 Using technology and other information tools to organize and display knowledge and 

understanding in ways that others can view, use, and assess.  

3.1.5 Connect learning to community issues. 

3.1.6 Use information and technology ethically and responsibly. 

Assessments 
 Teacher observation 

 Authentic assessment including performance tasks 

 Class participation 

21
st
 Century Skills 

X Creativity X Critical thinking X Communication X Collaboration 

 

X 

 

Life & Career Skills 

 

X 

 

Information Literacy 

 

X 

 

Media Literacy 

  

Interdisciplinary Connections and Possible Learning Activities 
3.1.1  Report the results of a survey of the class’s favorite books and authors, or other  

          topic, to the class. (ELA and Math) 

3.1.2  Participate in discussion on fiction and nonfiction related to curriculum. (All Content Areas) 

3.1.3  Use clear and appropriate vocabulary to convey intended message. (ELA) 
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3.1.4  Use various technology tools to retrieve and organize information. (Technology) 

3.1.5  Examine the concept of freedom of speech and explain why it is important. (Social Studies) 

3.1.6  Discuss the topic of respecting privacy (email, files, passwords, book checkout, etc.).  

Technology Resources 
 Online Library Catalog 

 Spreadsheet software, such as Microsoft Excel 

 Word processing software, such as Microsoft Word 

 Social networking software, such as Skype 

 http://www.njcccs.org/ResourcebyContentAreaLink.aspx  

 http://www.njcccs.org/TechnologyToolbox.aspx  

 Growth of A Nation http://www.animatedatlas.com/movie.html 

 Archiving Early America http://earlyamerica.com/series.html 

 National Geographic’s “Xpeditions” 

 http://www.nationalgeographic.com/xpeditions/hall/index.html 

 Time Capsule http://www.dmarie.com/timecap 

 Scholastic News http://teacher.scholastic.com/scholasticnews/ 

 Gameaquarium http://www.gameaquarium.com 

 Digital History http://www.digitalhistory/uh.edu 

 National Geographic’s GeoSpy 
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AASL 

Standard 4 

Big Idea 

Successful students use skills, resources, and tools to pursue personal growth 

and aesthetic growth. 

 

Essential Questions 

 Can the student recognize personal strengths and weaknesses over time and become a stronger, 

more independent learner? 

Enduring Understandings 

 Identify areas of personal interest. 

 Recognize the limits of their own personal knowledge. 

 Recognize how to focus on efforts in personal learning. 

 Interpret new information based on cultural and social context. 

 Develop personal criteria for gauging how effectively own ideas are expressed. 

 Evaluate one’s own ability to select resources that are engaging and appropriate for personal 

interests and needs. 

Alignment to Standards 

CCSS 

NJCCCS 

 

Cross Curricular Opportunities 

Social Studies: States and Capitals, Purpose and Types of Government, Branches of 

Government, Presidential Elections, Bill of Rights, Constitution of NJ 

Science: Organizations and Development, Matter and Energy, Evolution and 

Diversity, Properties of Changes and Matter 

Key Concepts and Skills 

AASL 

CPI # 

 

Students will be able to: 

4.1.1 Read, view, and listen for pleasure and personal growth. 

4.1.2 Read widely and fluently to make connections with self, the world, and previous 

reading. 

4.1.3 Respond to literature and create expressions of ideas in various formats and genres. 

4.1.4 Seek information for personal learning in a variety of formats and genres. 

4.1.5 Connect ideas to own interests and previous knowledge and experience. 

4.1.6 Organize personal knowledge in a way that can be called upon easily. 

4.1.7 Use social networks and information tools to gather and share information. 

4.1.8 Use creative and artistic formats to express personal learning. 

Assessments 
 Teacher observation 

 Authentic assessment including performance tasks 

 Class participation 

21
st
 Century Skills 

X Creativity X Critical thinking X Communication X Collaboration 

 

X 

 

Life & Career Skills 

 

X 

 

Information Literacy 

 

X 

 

Media Literacy 

  

Interdisciplinary Connections and Possible Learning Activities 
4.1.1 Set reading goals. (ELA) 
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4.1.2 Recognize features of various genres and use different reading strategies for understanding.  

         (ELA) 

4.1.3 Use personal experiences to stimulate responses to literature and art. (Art) 

4.1.4 Independently select appropriate print, nonprint, and electronic materials on an individual  

         level. (All Content Areas) 

4.1.5 Compare the ideas in various types of resources to experiences in real life related to historical  

         events. (Social Studies) 

4.1.6 Use two-column approach to note taking to capture personal connections to information. (All  

         Content Areas) 

4.1.7 Use social networking tools to create and share information. (All Content Areas) 

4.1.8 Present creative products in a variety of formats. (All Content Areas) 

Technology Resources 
 Online Library Catalog 

 Spreadsheet software, such as Microsoft Excel 

 Word processing software, such as Microsoft Word 

 Social networking software, such as Skype 

 http://www.njcccs.org/ResourcebyContentAreaLink.aspx  

 http://www.njcccs.org/TechnologyToolbox.aspx  

 Growth of A Nation http://www.animatedatlas.com/movie.html 

 Archiving Early America http://earlyamerica.com/series.html 

 National Geographic’s “Xpeditions” 

 http://www.nationalgeographic.com/xpeditions/hall/index.html 

 Time Capsule http://www.dmarie.com/timecap 

 Scholastic News http://teacher.scholastic.com/scholasticnews/ 

 Gameaquarium http://www.gameaquarium.com 

 Digital History http://www.digitalhistory/uh.edu 

 National Geographic’s GeoSpy 
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AASL 

Standard 1 

Big Idea 

Successful students use skills, resources, and tools to inquire, think critically, 

and gain knowledge. 

 

Essential Questions 

 Does the student have the right proficiencies to explore a topic or subject further? 

Enduring Understandings 

 Monitor one’s own information-seeking processes for effectiveness and progress, and adapt as 

necessary. 

 Use interactions with and feedback from teachers and peers to guide own inquiry process. 

 Monitor gathered information, and assess for gaps or weaknesses. 

 Seek appropriate assistance when it is needed. 

Alignment to Standards 

CCSS 

NJCCCS 
 

Cross Curricular Opportunities 

Social Studies: Ancient Mesopotamia, Ancient Egypt, Greek Golden Age, Roman 

Empire, Byzantine Empire 

Science: Forms of Energy, Energy Transfer & Conservation, Tectonics, Geologic 

Time and Evolution, Systems and Biogeochemical Cycles 

Technology: Internet Safety and Responsibility, Privacy Information (passwords), 

Comparing Search Engines, Rating web sites, Cyber Bullying 

Key Concepts and Skills 

AASL 

CPI # 

 

Students will be able to: 

1.1.1 Follow an inquiry-based process in seeking knowledge in curricular subject, and 

make the real-world connection for using this process in own life. 

1.1.2 Use prior knowledge and background knowledge as a context for learning. 

1.1.3 Develop and refine a range of questions to frame the search for new understanding. 

1.1.4 Find, evaluate, and select appropriate sources to answer questions. 

1.1.5 Evaluate information found in selected sources on the basis of accuracy, validity, and 

appropriateness for needs, importance, and social and cultural context. 

1.1.6 Read, view, and listen for information presented in any format (for example, textual, 

visual, media, digital) in order to make inferences and gather meaning. 

1.1.7 Make sense of information gathered from diverse sources by identifying 

misconceptions, main and supporting idea, conflicting information, and point of view 

or bias. 

1.1.8 Demonstrate mastery of technology tools for accessing information and pursuing 

inquiry. 

1.1.9 Collaborate with others to broaden and deepen understanding. 

Assessments 
 Teacher observation 

 Authentic assessment including performance tasks 

 Class participation 

21
st
 Century Skills 
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X Creativity X Critical thinking X Communication X Collaboration 

 

X 

 

Life & Career Skills 

 

X 

 

nformation Literacy 

 

X 

 

Media Literacy 

  

Interdisciplinary Connections and Possible Learning Activities 
1.1.1 Use a critical thinking process that involves asking questions, investigating the answers, and 

developing new understandings for personal or academic independent learning activities. 

(Content Areas) 

1.1.1 Create graphic organizers to explore topics in Social Studies and Science, such as The 

Roman Empire or Forms of Energy.  

1.1.2 Observe and analyze an experience, demonstration, or source that introduces a topic, 

problem, or question to gather background information. (ELA and Content Areas) 

1.1.3 Refine questions depending on the type of information needed (for example, overview, big 

ideas, specific detail, cause and effect, comparison). (Content Areas) 

1.1.4 Recognize the organization and use of special sections in the library (for example, reference, 

biographies and story collections). (Content Areas) 

1.1.5 Recognize that information has a social or cultural context based on currency, accuracy, 

authority, and point of view.  (Social Studies and Science) 

1.1.6 Use both facts and opinions responsibly by identifying and verifying them. 

1.1.7 Seek more than one point of view by using diverse resources. (Technology) 

1.1.8 Use a variety of search engines to do advanced searching.  (Technology) 

1.1.9 Work in self-managed teams to understand concepts and to solve problems. (Content Areas) 

Technology Resources 
 Online Library Ccatalog 

 Spreadsheet software, such as Microsoft Excel 

 Word processing software, such as Microsoft Word 

 Social networking software, such as Skype 

 BBC  

 Glogster  

 Teachers on the Web  

 Flixtime  

 You Tube  

 History Channel  

 Interactive Maps  

 British Museum  

 X Timeline  

 Wikispaces  

 Google Apps  

 PowerPoint Presentations  

 Smart Board Activities  

 Elmo Integration  
 
 
 



Grade Eight Library Media Curriculum  

AASL. Standards for the 21st -century learner in action. Chicago, IL: ALA, 2009. 

 

AASL 

Standard 2 

Big Idea 

Successful students know how to draw conclusions, make informed decisions, 

apply knowledge to new situations, and create new knowledge. 

 

Essential Questions 

 Is the student disposed to higher-level thinking and actively engaged in critical thinking to gain 

and share knowledge? 

Enduring Understandings 

 Determine how to act on information (accept, reject, modify). 

 Reflect on systematic process, and assess for completeness of investigation. 

 Recognize new knowledge and understanding. 

 Develop directions for further investigations. 

Alignment to Standards 

CCSS 

NJCCCS 

Cross Curricular Opportunities 

Social Studies: Ancient Mesopotamia, Ancient Egypt, Greek Golden Age, Roman 

Empire, Byzantine Empire 

Science: Forms of Energy, Energy Transfer & Conservation, Tectonics, Geologic 

Time and Evolution, Systems and Biogeochemical Cycles 

Key Concepts and Skills 

AASL 

CPI # 

 

Students will be able to: 

2.1.1 Continue an inquiry-based research process by applying critical thinking skills 

(analysis, synthesis, evaluation, organization) to information and knowledge in order 

to construct new understandings, draw conclusions, and create new knowledge.  

2.1.2 Organize knowledge so that it is useful. 

2.1.3 Use strategies to draw conclusions from information and apply knowledge to 

curricular areas, real-world situations, and further investigations.  

2.1.4 Use technology and other information tools to analyze and organize information. 

2.1.5 Collaborate with others to exchange ideas, develop new understandings, make 

decisions, and solve problems. 

2.1.6 Use the writing process, media and visual literacy, and technology skills to create 

projects that express new understandings. 

Assessments 
 Teacher observation 

 Authentic assessment including performance tasks 

 Class participation 

21
st
 Century Skills 

X Creativity X Critical thinking X Communication X Collaboration 

 

X 

 

Life & Career Skills 

 

X 

 

Information Literacy 

 

X 

 

Media Literacy 

  

Interdisciplinary Connections and Learning Activities 
2.1.1 Determine patterns and discrepancies by comparing and combining information available in  

         different sources.  

2.1.2 Combine and categorize information by using an outline or semantic web to find connections   
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         among ideas. 

2.1.3 Review prior knowledge and reflect on how ideas changes with more information. 

2.1.4 Identify and apply common productivity tools and features, such as menus and toolbars, to  

         plan, create, and edit work processing documents, spreadsheets, and presentations.  

2.1.5 Paying attention to copyright provisions, work in groups to import and manipulate pictures,  

          images, and charts in documents, spreadsheets, presentations, webpages, and other creative  

         products and presentation that effectively communicate new knowledge.  

2.1.6 Cite all sources using correct bibliographic format. 

Technology Resources 
 Online Library Catalog 

 Spreadsheet software, such as Microsoft Excel 

 Word processing software, such as Microsoft Word 

 Social networking software, such as Skype 

 BBC  

 Glogster  

 Teachers on the Web  

 Flixtime  

 You Tube  

 History Channel  

 Interactive Maps  

 British Museum  

 X Timeline  

 Wikispaces  

 Google Apps  

 PowerPoint Presentations  

 Smart Board Activities  

 Elmo Integration 
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AASL 

Standard 3 

Big Idea 

Successful students use skills, resources, and tools to share knowledge and 

participate ethically and productively as members of our democratic society. 

 

Essential Questions 

 Is the student aware that the foundations traits for 21
st
-century learning require self-

accountability that extends beyond skills and dispositions? 

Enduring Understandings 

 Assess the processes by which learning was achieved in order to revise strategies and learn more 

effectively in the future. 

 Assess the quality and effectiveness of the learning product. 

 Assess one’s own ability to work with others in a group setting by evaluating varied roles, 

leadership, and demonstrations of respect for other viewpoints. 

Alignment to Standards 

CCSS 

NJCCCS 

Cross Curricular Opportunities 

Social Studies: Ancient Mesopotamia, Ancient Egypt, Greek Golden Age, Roman 

Empire, Byzantine Empire 

Science: Forms of Energy, Energy Transfer & Conservation, Tectonics, Geologic 

Time and Evolution, Systems and Biogeochemical Cycles 

Key Concepts and Skills 

AASL 

CPI # 

 

Students will be able to: 

3.1.1 Conclude an inquiry-based research process by sharing new understandings and 

reflecting on the learning. 

3.1.2 Participate and collaborate as members of a social and intellectual network of 

learners. 

3.1.3 Use writing and speaking skills to communicate new understandings effectively. 

3.1.4 Using technology and other information tools to organize and display knowledge and 

understanding in ways that others can view, use, and assess.  

3.1.5 Connect learning to community issues. 

3.1.6 Use information and technology ethically and responsibly. 

Assessments 
 Teacher observation 

 Authentic assessment including performance tasks 

 Class participation 

21
st
 Century Skills 

X Creativity X Critical thinking X Communication X Collaboration 

 

X 

 

Life & Career Skills 

 

X 

 

Information Literacy 

 

X 

 

Media Literacy 

  

Interdisciplinary Connections and Learning Activities 
3.1.1 Present conclusions and supporting facts in a variety of ways and for a variety of audiences. 

3.1.2 Practice responsible and ethical use of information, resources, both in their own library and in  

         other institutions.  

3.1.3 Use dramatic, audio, and video presentations as appropriate for subject and audience. 



Grade Eight Library Media Curriculum  

AASL. Standards for the 21st -century learner in action. Chicago, IL: ALA, 2009. 

 

3.1.4 Use appropriate media and formats to design and develop products that clearly and coherently  

         display new understanding. 

3.1.5 Seek information from different sources to get balanced points of view. 

3.1.6 Abide by Acceptable Use Policy by accessing only appropriate information.  

Technology Resources 
 Online Library Catalog 

 Spreadsheet software, such as Microsoft Excel 

 Word processing software, such as Microsoft Word 

 Social networking software, such as Skype 

 BBC  

 Glogster  

 Teachers on the Web  

 Flixtime  

 You Tube  

 History Channel  

 Interactive Maps  

 British Museum  

 X Timeline  

 Wikispaces  

 Google Apps  

 PowerPoint Presentations  

 Smart Board Activities  

 Elmo Integration 
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AASL 

Standard 4 

Big Idea 

Successful students use skills, resources, and tools to pursue personal growth 

and aesthetic growth. 

 

Essential Questions 

 Can the student recognize personal strengths and weaknesses over time and become a stronger, 

more independent learner? 

Enduring Understandings 

 Identify areas of personal interest. 

 Recognize the limits of their own personal knowledge. 

 Recognize how to focus on efforts in personal learning. 

 Interpret new information based on cultural and social context. 

 Develop personal criteria for gauging how effectively own ideas are expressed. 

 Evaluate one’s own ability to select resources that are engaging and appropriate for personal 

interests and needs. 

Alignment to Standards 

CCSS 

NJCCCS 

Cross Curricular Opportunities 

Social Studies: Ancient Mesopotamia, Ancient Egypt, Greek Golden Age, Roman 

Empire, Byzantine Empire 

Science: Forms of Energy, Energy Transfer & Conservation, Tectonics, Geologic 

Time and Evolution, Systems and Biogeochemical Cycles 

Key Concepts and Skills 

AASL 

CPI # 

 

Students will be able to: 

4.1.1 Read, view, and listen for pleasure and personal growth. 

4.1.2 Read widely and fluently to make connections with self, the world, and previous 

reading. 

4.1.3 Respond to literature and create expressions of ideas in various formats and genres. 

4.1.4 Seek information for personal learning in a variety of formats and genres. 

4.1.5 Connect ideas to own interests and previous knowledge and experience. 

4.1.6 Organize personal knowledge in a way that can be called upon easily. 

4.1.7 Use social networks and information tools to gather and share information. 

4.1.8 Use creative and artistic formats to express personal learning. 

Assessments 
 Teacher observation 

 Authentic assessment including performance tasks 

 Class participation 

21
st
 Century Skills 

X Creativity X Critical thinking X Communication X Collaboration 

 

X 

 

Life & Career Skills 

 

X 

 

Information Literacy 

 

X 

Media Literacy   

Interdisciplinary Connections and Learning Activities 
4.1.1 Independently locate and select information for personal, hobby, or vocational interest. 



Grade Eight Library Media Curriculum  

AASL. Standards for the 21st -century learner in action. Chicago, IL: ALA, 2009. 

 

4.1.2 Recognize the author’s point of view; consider alternative perspectives. 

4.1.3 Use illustrations, context, graphics, and layout to extract meaning from different formats. 

4.1.4 Independently select appropriate print, nonprint, and electronic materials on an individual  

         Interest and knowledge of authors.  

4.1.5 Demonstrate understanding of literal and implied meaning by explaining how new meanings  

         fit with what is already known. 

4.1.6 Use different forms of note taking to capture personal connections to information. 

4.1.7 Use social networking tools responsibly and safely share information and ideas and to  

         collaborate with others. 

4.1.8 Experiment with various types of multimedia software for artistic and personal expression. 

Technology Resources 
 Online Library Catalog 

 Spreadsheet software, such as Microsoft Excel 

 Word processing software, such as Microsoft Word 

 Social networking software, such as Skype 

 BBC  

 Glogster  

 Teachers on the Web  

 Flixtime  

 You Tube  

 History Channel  

 Interactive Maps  

 British Museum  

 X Timeline  

 Wikispaces  

 Google Apps  

 PowerPoint Presentations  

 Smart Board Activities  

 Elmo Integration 
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AASL 

Standard 1 

Big Idea 

Successful students use skills, resources, and tools to inquire, think critically, 

and gain knowledge. 

 

Essential Questions 

 Does the student have the right proficiencies to explore a topic or subject further? 

Enduring Understandings 

 Monitor his/her own information-seeking processes for effectiveness and progress, and adapt as 

necessary. 

 Use interactions with and feedback from teachers and peers to guide own inquiry process. 

 Monitor gathered information, and assess for gaps or weaknesses. 

 Seek appropriate help when it is needed. 

Alignment to Standards 

CCSS 

NJCCCS 

The librarians of the Township of Ocean School District recognize that process skills 

are best learned in the context of content learning. The HS library serves as a resource 

for students to learn the targeted content skills in the classroom teacher’s lesson plans. 

Teaching and learning in the school library is in response to student needs and teacher 

collaboration. 

Key Concepts and Skills 

AASL 

CPI # 

 

Students will be able to: 

1.1.1 Independently and systematically use an inquiry-based process to deepen content 

knowledge, connect academic learning with the real world, pursue personal interests, 

and investigate opportunities for personal growth. 

1.1.2 Compare new background information with prior knowledge to determine direction 

and focus of new learning. 

1.1.3 Review the initial information needed to clarify, revise, or refine the questions. 

1.1.4 Seek and use a variety of specialized resources available from libraries, the Web, and 

the community. 

1.1.5 Use consciously selected criteria to determine whether the information contradicts or 

verifies information from other sources. 

1.1.6 Analyze initial synthesis of findings and construct new hypotheses or generalizations 

if warranted. 

1.1.7 Investigate different viewpoints encountered and determine whether and how to 

incorporate or reject these viewpoints. 

1.1.8 Use various technologies to organize and manage the information selected. 

1.1.9 Model social skills and character traits that advance a team’s ability to identify issues 

and problems, and to work together on solutions and products. 

Assessments 
 Assessment of student work conducted by content area teacher(s). 

21
st
 Century Skills 

X Creativity X Critical thinking X Communication X Collaboration 
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X Life & Career Skills X Information Literacy X Media Literacy 

Technology Resources 
 Databases (Gale, Facts on File, Teen Health and Wellness, Ebscohost, Proquest) 

 Electronic Reference books 

 Graphic organizer software specified by content area teachers 

 Streaming Video from Facts on File or other Online educational videos designated by teachers 

 Search engines  

 Online Library catalog 

 Spreadsheet software, such as Microsoft Excel 

 Word processing software, such as Microsoft Word 

 Social networking applications specified by content area teachers 
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AASL 

Standard 2 

Big Idea 

Successful students know how to draw conclusions, make informed decisions, 

apply knowledge to new situations, and create new knowledge. 

 

Essential Questions 

 Is the student disposed to higher-level thinking and actively engaged in critical thinking to gain 

and share knowledge? 

Enduring Understandings 

 Determine how to act on information (accept, reject, modify). 

 Reflect on systematic process, and assess for completeness of investigation. 

 Recognize new knowledge and understanding. 

 Develop directions for further investigations. 

Alignment to Standards 

CCSS 

NJCCCS 

The librarians of Ocean Township recognize that process skills are best learned in the 

context of content learning. The HS library serves as a resource for students to learn 

the targeted content skills in the classroom teacher’s lesson plans. Teaching and 

learning in the school library is in response to student needs and teacher collaboration. 

Key Concepts and Skills 

AASL 

CPI # 

 

Students will be able to: 

2.1.1 Resolve conflicting evidence or clarify reason for differing interpretations of 

information and ideas.  

2.1.2 Organize information independently, deciding the structure based on the relations 

among ideas and general patterns discovered. 

2.1.3 Present different perspectives with evidence for each.  

2.1.4 Display important connections among ideas by using common productivity tools to 

categorize and analyze information. 

2.1.5 Work with others to solve problems and make decisions on issues, topics, and themes 

being investigated. 

2.1.6 Cite ideas and direct quotes using official style formats. 

Assessments 
 Assessment of student work conducted by content area teacher(s). 

21
st
 Century Skills 

X Creativity X Critical thinking X Communication X Collaboration 

 

X 

 

Life & Career Skills 

 

X 

 

Information Literacy 

 

X 

 

Media Literacy 

  

Technology Resources 
 Databases (Gale, Facts on File, Teen Health and Wellness, Ebscohost, Proquest) 

 Electronic Reference books 

 Graphic organizer software specified by content area teachers 

 Streaming Video from Facts on File or other Online educational videos designated by teachers 

 Search engines  

 Online Library catalog 
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 Spreadsheet software, such as Microsoft Excel 

 Word processing software, such as Microsoft Word 

 Social networking applications specified by content area teachers 
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AASL 

Standard 3 

Big Idea 

Successful students use skills, resources, and tools to share knowledge and 

participate ethically and productively as members of our democratic society. 

 

Essential Questions 

 Is the student aware that the foundations traits for 21
st
-century learning require self-

accountability that extends beyond skills and dispositions? 

Enduring Understandings 

 Assess the processes by which learning was achieved in order to revise strategies and learn more 

effectively in the future. 

 Assess the quality and effectiveness of the learning product. 

 Assess his/her own ability to work with others in a group setting by evaluating varied roles, 

leadership, and demonstrations of respect for other viewpoints. 

Alignment to Standards 

CCSS 

NJCCCS 

The librarians of Ocean Township recognize that process skills are best learned in the 

context of content learning. The HS library serves as a resource for students to learn 

the targeted content skills in the classroom teacher’s lesson plans. Teaching and 

learning in the school library is in response to student needs and teacher collaboration. 

Key Concepts and Skills 

AASL 

CPI # 

 

Students will be able to: 

3.1.1 Present complex ideas with clarity and authority. 

3.1.2 Use technology tools to collaborate, publish, and interact with peers, experts, and 

other real-world audiences. 

3.1.3 Employ organizational and presentation structures (for example, narrative essays, 

poems, debates) using various formats to achieve purpose and clarify meaning. 

3.1.4 Prepare to deliver a “professional” presentation to audiences outside of school using 

technology as medium of presentation.  

3.1.5 Investigate multiple sides of issues and evaluate them carefully, particularly on 

controversial or culturally based topics. 

3.1.6 Use  programs and websites responsibly, efficiently, and ethically. 

Assessments 
 Assessment of student work conducted by content area teacher(s). 

21
st
 Century Skills 

X Creativity X Critical thinking X Communication X Collaboration 

 

X 

 

Life & Career Skills 

 

X 

 

Information Literacy 

 

X 

 

Media Literacy 

  

Technology Resources 
 Databases (Gale, Facts on File, Teen Health and Wellness, Ebscohost, Proquest) 

 Electronic Reference books 

 Graphic organizer software specified by content area teachers 

 Streaming Video from Facts on File or other Online educational videos designated by teachers 

 Search engines  



Grade 9-12 Library Media Curriculum  

AASL. Standards for the 21st -century learner in action. Chicago, IL: ALA, 2009. 

 

 Online Library catalog 

 Spreadsheet software, such as Microsoft Excel 

 Word processing software, such as Microsoft Word 

 Social networking applications specified by content area teachers 
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AASL 

Standard 4 

Big Idea 

Successful students use skills, resources, and tools to pursue personal growth 

and aesthetic growth. 

 

Essential Questions 

 Can the student recognize personal strengths and weaknesses over time and become a stronger, 

more independent learner? 

Enduring Understandings 

 Identify his/her own areas of interest. 

 Recognize the limits of their own personal knowledge. 

 Recognize how to focus on efforts in personal learning. 

 Interpret new information based on cultural and social context. 

 Develop personal criteria for gauging how effectively own ideas are expressed. 

 Evaluate own ability to select resources that are engaging and appropriate for personal interests 

and needs. 

Alignment to Common Core State Standards 

CCSS 

NJCCCS 

The librarians of Ocean Township recognize that process skills are best learned in the 

context of content learning. The HS library serves as a resource for students to learn 

the targeted content skills in the classroom teacher’s lesson plans. Teaching and 

learning in the school library is in response to student needs and teacher collaboration. 

Key Concepts and Skills 

AASL 

CPI # 

Students will be able to: 

4.1.1 Read, view, and listen to learn, to solve problems, and to explore many different 

ideas. 

4.1.2 Read widely to develop a global perspective and understand different cultural 

contexts. 

4.1.3 Identify universal themes in literature and other creative forms of expression, and 

analyze different cultural approaches to those themes. 

4.1.4 Find information about personal interests independently, using the same criteria and 

strategies used to seek for academic information seeking. 

4.1.5 Connect new ideas and understandings to future needs and interests that relate to 

college, careers, and personal lives. 

4.1.6 Identify the main ideas by seeing the pattern they present (for example, cause and 

effect, growth or change over time. 

4.1.7 Participate responsibly and safely in social networks using appropriate tools to 

collaborate, as well as to share ideas and knowledge. 

4.1.8 Create original products to reflect personal interpretation of information and 

construction of new knowledge using multiple formats. 

Assessments 
 Assessment of student work conducted by content area teacher(s). 

21
st
 Century Skills 

X Creativity X Critical thinking X Communication X Collaboration 

X Life & Career Skills X Information Literacy X Media Literacy   
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Technology Resources 
 Databases (Gale, Facts on File, Teen Health and Wellness, Ebscohost, Proquest) 

 Electronic Reference books 

 Graphic organizer software specified by content area teachers 

 Streaming Video from Facts on File or other Online educational videos designated by teachers 

 Search engines  

 Online Library catalog 

 Spreadsheet software, such as Microsoft Excel 

 Word processing software, such as Microsoft Word 

 Social networking applications specified by content area teachers 
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